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Israel test-fires arrow missile 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel Monday launched its U.S. -financed Arrow 
m is s i le in the second test-firing of the weapon to destroy 

mcommg ballistic missiles, military sources said. The sources said the 
Arrow, part of the U.S. Strategic Defence Initiative or “Star Wars” 
programme, was launched from a military base in central Israel. Witnesses 
said they saw the missile soar over the Mediterranean coast. Israeli 
officials said after the Gulf war, when Iraq fired some 40 at the 

Jewish state, that they wanted to accelerate the Arrow's development. 
U.S.-built Patriot mi ssi les intercepted and destroyed several of the Irani 
rockets. Defence Minister Mosbe Arens said this week that the Arrow, 
which experts regard as tbs most advanced air defence missile, could 
shield all of Israel from a missile an*.* while the Patriots provided 
localised defence. Iraq, Syria and Saudi Arabia have ballistic missiles 
capable of h i tt in g Israel. Tbe Arrow project will cost more thaw a billion 
dollare and Israel expects full-scale production of tbe missile by 1995. 
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‘Iraq has secret underground refinery* 

LONDON (R) — Iraq can fuel its war machine from a secret underground 
o3 refinery which probably survived Gulf war allied bombing, a specialist 
newsletter said Monday. Petroleum Argus said the plant could supply jet 
fuel, diesel and petrol. !t probably helped the government survive allied 
attacks and subsequent insurrections. "Companies with experience of utl 
industry 1 construction in Iraq have confirmed the secret refinery's 
existence,” London-based Petroleum Argus said. The capacity of the 
refinery, built in rock caverns and operational since 19SO. was not exactly 
known but it could probably process 20.000 barrels of crude oil a day. The 
newsletter said the refinery was located al the "furthest point from 
potential aggressors" dose to the Kirkuk oilfields and connecting 
pipelines. 
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Iran reports 
U.S. ‘Interference 1 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran has pro- 
tested to tbe United States about 
what it calls “illegal naval and air 
operations against Iranian recon- 
naissance planes" in the Golf, tbe 
official Islamic Republic News 
Agency said Monday. The agen- 
cy, monitored in Nicosia, said 
that U.S. navy ships and war- 
planes in the Gulf and Sea of 
Oman had interfered with routine 
Ir anian reconnaissance frights, 
warning them to clear ant of the 
airspace during the Gulf crisis. 
Iran said 12 such cases had occur- 
red between Aug. 8 and the 22nd 
and demanded an explanation, 
the agency said. 


PLO faction 
claims attack 

SID ON (R) — A Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) fac- 
tion claimed responsibility Mon- 
day for an abortive attack on 
Israel from South Lebanon in 
which three of its guerrillas were 
killed. The Palestine Liberation 
Front (PLF) said one of its squads 
clashed Sunday with Israeli 
troops at Zarit region inside the 
Jewish state, inflicting several 
casualties. An Israeli army state- 
ment said Sunday the troops shot 
dead the guerrillas north of Zarit 
* settlement on the Lebanese bor- 
der. There were no Israeli casual- 
ties, it said. 

EC to give $6m 
in Iraq relief 

BRUSSELS (AP) — The Euro- 
pean Community (EC) said Mon- 
day it will provide nearly $6 
miihVm in emergency aid to war- 
torn Iraq. A community spokes- 
man said the 12-nation trading 
bloc will channel 4.6 miUkra 
European currency units to va- 
rious international organisations 
to send medicine, vaccinations, 
baby food and other supplies to' 
Iraq. The groups Include the In- 
ternational Red Cross, M eded ns 
sans Frontieres and UNICEF. 


Indian population 
seen at 844 million. 

* NEW DELHI (AP) — India’s 
population grew by 160 million in 
tbe last decade, the equivalent of 
adding 10 new Anstralias to the 
world, the country's top census 
official said Monday. Census 
commissioner Amnlya Ratna 
Nan da said few census data shows 
India’s population has reached 
843.93 million, achieving a 
growth rate of 23.50 per cent in 
the past decade. “To put it blunt- 
ly, we have added 10 Australias,” 
Mr. Nan da said. As of March L 
India’s population consisted of 
437.60 mil li on males and 406.33 
milli on females, be said. The 
figure kept India the world's 
second most populous nation af- 
ter neighbouring China, whose 
population is 1.160 billion. 


* Sharif visits Kuwait 

NICOSIA (R) — Pakistani Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif paid a 
brief visit to Kuwait Monday, the 
first by a foreign Muslim leader 
since Iraq left the emirate. The 
Kuwait News Agency (KUNA), 
said Mr. Sharif told Kuwait’s 
Crown Prince and Prime Minister 
Sheikh Saad. Al Abdulla Al 
Sabah that Pakistan was ready to 
help in the emirate’s reconstruc- 
tion. Mr. Sharif's government is 
seeking contracts and jobs for 
Pakistanis in Kuwait’s reconstruc- 
tion programme. 

WFP to send 

* food to Iraqis 

ROME (AP) — A U.N. agency 
said Monday it would start send- 
ing food to Iraq’s most “vulner- 
able” people — including 
orphans, elderly and the desti- 
tute. The World Food Program- 
me said food shortags are so bad 
that “cereals which normally are 
u sed for animal feed are now 
being used for human feeding" 
and “milk powder is only being 
distributed to sick children" upon 
a doctor’s prescription. In all, 

3? 735,000 people will receive the 
food, the Rome-based agency 
said. Needy mothers and children 
will be afiiong the recipients, it 
said, adding it has already pro- 
vided food to Iraqis through the 
International Red Cross. 


Iraq accuses Iran of 
cross-border attacks 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ SAID Monday that the 
ceasefire line on the border with 
Iran has broken down, and that 
Ir anian mfinaiy units have been 
crossing the frontier and firing on 
Iraq's soldiers. 

Baghdad says Iran is support- 
ing the Shiite rebellion that has 
broken out in southern Iraq since 
the end of the Gulf war on Feb. 
28. 

A letter to the secretary- 
general from Iraqi Ambassador* 
Abdul Amir Al Anbari cited 13 
border provocations that took 
place from March 6-17 involving 
infiltrators from Iran into Iraq 
and the Iranian military. 

No casualties were reported in 
any of the incidents Mr. Anbari 
cited. 

Iran’s U.N. mission had no 
immediate response to tbe Iraqi 
Charge- 

Following the truce in the Iran- 
Iraq war, which took effect in 
August 1988, a U.N. border 
monitoring group patrolled the 


1,170-kilometre frontier between 
the two countries. 

However, the border observers 
of the U.N. Iran-Iraq Military 
Observer Group were withdrawn 
during the Gulf war over Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait. 

The Iraqi and Iranian forces 
had withdrawn to the pre-war 
border, so Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar has re- 
commended the dissolution of tbe 
border patrol force. He also 
urged the downgrading of the 
mission into a political mediation 
team to help Baghdad and 
Tehran resolve their political dif- 
ferences. 

Mr. Anbari, however, in his 
letter circulated Monday, said 
there were “grave violations of 
the ceasefire and withdrawal 
agreements" in March. 

“They then escalated into an 
incursion into no-man’s land, the 
infiltration of a large number of 
soldiers, the construction of posi- 
tions on Iraqi territory, con- 
frontations with Iraqi army units 
and violations of Iraq’s airspace 


by helicopters," be said. 

Mr. Anbari said Iranian units 
fought with Iraqi troops in Iraq 
on several occasions. 

On March 6, he said about 100 
Iranians battled Iraqi troops in 
the central sector, near Zurba- 
tiya. 

On the sam e day, he said, 
six-Iranian transport vehicles car- 
rying about “100 soldiers" cros- 
sed into the Iraqi city of Khana- 
qtn “and opened fire on Iraqi 
units." 

On March 7 and 9, Iranian 
units fired across the border at 
Iraqi units, he said. 

More serious incidents be- 
tween Iraqi troops and infiltrators 
involved . Iranian military forces 
proriding support and logistics, 
he said. 

From March 12-17, infiltrators 
backed by the military crossed 
tbe border in increasing numbers 
to attack Iraqi forces in tbe area 
of Zurbatiya with grenades, mor- 
tars, and light weapons, he said. 

By March 17, Mr. Anbari said, 
“attacks were launched from Ira- 


nian territory against the central 
sector and the Iranian side pro- 
vided tbe armed elements which 
launched these attacks with sup- 
port, weapons and guidance from 
helicopters and observation 
posts.” 

Iranian opposition groups said 
its forces launched a counter- 
attack against Iranian govern- 
ment soldiers early on Monday 
along a 150 kilometre front on the 
Iran-Iraq border. 

In a statement sent to the 
Jordan Times from its Paris 
office, tbe Mujahedeen-e-Khalq 
said its forces had gone on the 
offensive in response to govern- 
ment strikes on its positions north 
of the Iraqi towns of Jalula and 
Khanaqin. 

Tbe rebels were responding to 
10 days of attacks by Tehran’s 
troops and Revolutionary 
Guards, the statement said. It did 
not give any indication of the 
□umber of troops involved. 

The statement said tbe Mu- 

(Continoed on page 5) 


Bonn not 
aware of 
any Saddam 
‘holdings’ 


Iraq urges rejection of 
U.S. draft resolution 

U.S. plans stationing forces in Gulf 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Tbe 
speaker of Iraq's parliament 
urged tbe world Monday to reject 
a U.S. draft resolution at the 
United Nations calling for the. 
elimination of Iraq’s military 
power. 

The draft resolution “aims at 
depriving Iraq of its national and 
pan-Arab will," Speaker Saadi 
Mahdi Saleh told the Iraqi News 
Agency (IN A). “The internation- 
al community should stand firm 
against it." 

The U.S. draft for a permanent 
ceasefire in the Gulf, circulated 
to Security Council members last 
Thursday, also fixes the border 
between Iraq and Kuwait, sets up 
a UN. observer force and de- 
mands war reparations from 
Iraq’s oil revenues. 

It is being discussed by tbe 
council's four other permanent 
members — the Soviet Union, 
China, Britain and France. 

Mr. Saleh said the United 
States violated all international 
laws and norms by presenting the 
draft resolution. 

Washington says a permanent 
ceasefire would only go into 


TEL AVIV (R) — Housing 
Minister Ariel Sharon called 
Monday for the mass expulsion of 
Palestinian activists from tbe 
Israeli-occupied territories to halt 
a wave of attacks against Jews. 

Mr. Sharon, a hawkish mem- 
ber of the ruling Likud Party, 
urged the government to expel 
hundreds of Palestinians from the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip whom he accused of direct- 
ing a campaign of sobbings in 
■Israeli dries. 

Palestinians have stabbed to 
death six Israelis since the Gulf 
war ended and a rigid curfew was 
eased in the occupied territories. 

“Terrorism must be fought at 
the source — at those who direct 
it. Today, behind terror are the 
terror leaders of the intifada 
acting in Jerusalem unper- 
turbed,” Mr. Sharon told repor- 
ters during a visit to northern 
Israel. 

Palestinians have been waging 
the intifada for more than 39 
months. Alia Hader Abdalla Jaf- 
fer, 16, died on Monday of bullet 
wounds suffered in clashes with 
soldiers in the Gaza Strip Friday. 

‘This is die leadership of terror 
— Faisal Al Husseim, Sari Nus- 
seibeh and their friends. Some of 
them are imprisoned and some 
are free to direct the activities,’* 
Sharon said. 

“They should have been expel- 
led long ago- They must be expel - 


effect when Iraq formally 
accepted all the contritions. Most 
economic sanctions would remain 
until the council decided other- 
wise, the draft resolution said. 

It requires Iraq to accept the 
destruction and removal of its 
ballistic missile systems and all 
“weapons of mass destruction" 
including chemical, biological 
and nuclear arms. 

Iraq’s ruling Baath Party Al 
Thawra newspaper said the draft 
resolution was part of “a series of 
unjust conditions” to rob Iraq of 
its sovereignty. 

“Any bid to inflict harm on the 
Iraqi people and their rights and 
interests will not serve any se- 
rious policy to strengthen the 
baas of security and stability in 
the region," the paper added. 

The United States said Monday 
it was discussing with Gulf allies 
the possibility of permanently 
basing a forward headquarters of 
a major U.S. military command 
in the region. 

It said tbe site for a central 
command headquarters unit had 
yet to be determined, but one 
official said the location was like- 


led now." 

Mr. Husseini, a leading Palesti- 
nian nation alis t, held talks with 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker earlier this month. Dr. 
Nusseibeh, a Palestinian professor, 
was jailed without trial in Febru- 
ary. 

The United States has conde- 
mned expelling Palestinians from 
their homeland as a violation of 
.international law. 

“We simply must send beyond 
our borders whoever incites mur- 
der day in and day out," said Mr. 
Sharon, who has backing from 
other hardliners in a cabinet that 
is the most right-wing in Israel’s 
history. 

'Instead of letting them... take 
advantage of the Israeli democra- 
cy, we must do what any demo- 
cratic nation in the world would 
do — pat them cm a plane and 
throw them out." 

On Sunday tbe army ordered 
the expulsion of four Palestinians 
in the Gaza Strip, saying they 
directed violence by die main- 
stream Fateh movement of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

Hie four men appealed against 
tbe orders on Monday to a Gaza 
military court, which has rejected 
previous appeals. They could 
next appeal to the Israeli supreme 
court, which traditionally backs 
the military. 

If banished, the number of 


ly to be Bahrain because oblong- 
standing dose ties with the Gulf 
state. 

Tbe United States has main- 
tained a naval presence in the 
Gulf for 40 years with Bahrain 
quietly providing refuelling, pro- 
visioning and other port courte- 
sies. 

Tbe central command, a rapid 
deployment force designed to re- 
spond to crises in the Middle East' 
and Golf region, had primary 
responsibility for conducting the 
six-week Gulf war. 

Its commander is General Nor- 
man Schwarzkopf and it includes 
officers from the army, navy, air 
force and marines. It is basal -at 
■ Macdill air force base near Tam- 
pa, Florida. 

“Our allies in the region and 
the central command are looking 
at the possibility of placing a 
portion of that staff in the Gulf 
area so that we may more easily 
facilitate training and coordina- 
tion with our Gulf allies,” White 
House spokesman Marlin Fitzwa- 
ter told reporters. 

(Continued on page 5) 


■Palestinians exiled since the up- 
rising erupted would rise to 66. 

A magistrates court Monday 
remanded in custody for 15 days a 
Palestinian suspected of stabbing 
. to death an Israel furniture store 
owner, and wounding two other 
Jews last week. 

Fares Ahmed Barud, 27, of tbe 
Gaza Strip, was arrested on 
Saturday after allegedly stabbing 
a man and his wife at a farm 
settlement in central Israel. 
Barud reportedly told police be 
had killed Mordechai Reuchman, 
70, three days earlier. 

Police said they also arrested 
an Israeli- Arab man, Abu Bader 
Mohammad, on suspicion of 
helping Barud. 

In another knifing case, the 
army said it sealed the house of 
Imad AH Abu Raiyan, a Gaza 
man accused of stabbing two sol- 
diers at a bus stop in central Israel 
last week. 

Israel strongly objected, in a 
letter circulated Monday, to a 
proposal to convene a meeting of 
signatories of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention to discuss protection 
for Palestinians in the occupied 
territories. 

“There is no precedent for such 
a meeting. There is no baas in the 
convention for convening such a 
meeting and the convention 
makes no reference to such prop- 

( Continued mi page 5) 


Combined Agency dispatches 

THE GERMAN government 
said Monday that Iraq holds some 
shares in listed German firms but 
it denied knowledge of private 
funds invested by Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 

Government spokesman Nor- 
bert Schaeffer, asked about a 
U.S. report that President Sad- 
dam had invested part of a pri- 
vate fortune in Europe, said it 
was not Bonn's responsibility to 
oversee who bought what Ger- 
man stocks. 

“The government is aware that 
there is Iraqi participation (in 
German firms)," he said. He 
gave no details of such stakes. 

“But I want to add the govern- 
ment has no knowledge of any 
private funds from Saddam Hus- 
sein,” Mr. Schaeffer said. 

A CBS television report 
claimed on Sunday President 
Saddam had built a worldwide 
conglomerate providing a huge 
personal fortune and that Iraqi 
“front" companies stretched 
across Europe. 

Tbe head of the company hired 
by the Kuwaiti government to 
find out the size and location of 
Iraqi assets claimed the Iraqi 
president's family has skimmed 
S10 billion in oil profits since 
1981. 

Jules Kroll also contends that 
Iraqi investors working for Presi- 
dent Saddam have purchased 
nearly SI billion worth of shares 
in public companies, including 
Pam-based Hachette SA, one of 
the world's largest media com- 
panies. Mr. Kroll said the stock 
purchases were made by Presi- 
dent Saddam’s half-brother and 
several Iraqi directors. 

Mr. Kroll, president of the 
New York-based Kroll Associ- 
ates Investigations Company, 
spoke in interviews published 

Monday by the Financial Times., 
a British newspaper, and broad- 
cast Sunday by CBS News’ "60 
minutes.” 

Mr. Kroll described President 
Saddam, who took power in 
1979, as one of the world’s richest 
men. 

Tbe reports quoted Mr. Kroll 
as claiming President Saddam 
and his family have skimmed up 
to five per cent of Iraq's $200 
billion in oil sales since 1981. Mr. 
Kroll also said he found evidence 
they siphoned an average of. 2.5 
per cent off contracts with 
Japanese companies. 

The Financial Times report did 
not address whether any of the 
holdings could be classified as 
ill-gotten gains under U.N. re- 
solutions adopted after Iraq's 
Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait. Those 
resolutions intended to force Iraq 
to relinquish Kuwait and recover 

(Continued on page 5) 


Sharon wants mass expulsion 

Israel opposes meeting on Geneva convention 



His Majesty King Hussein with Syrian President returned borne late Monday after a brief visit lu the 

Hafez Al Assad in Damascus on Monday. The King Syrian capital 


King visits Damascus, 
holds talks with Assad 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
with agency dispatches 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
and Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad Monday held talks be- 
lieved to have centred on efforts 
for peace in the Middle East and 
bilateral relations. 

The talks, held at the Tishreen 
Palace in Damascus shortly after 
the King's arrival in the Syrian 
capital on a short working visit, 
were the first personal meeting 
between the King and President 
Assad after the eruption of the 
Gulf crisis in August last year. 
The two leaders have spoken 
over the phone several times dur- 
ing this period. 

Tbe discussions were attended 
on the Jordanian side by Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran and 
Royal Court Chief Sberif Zeid 
Ben Shaker and on the Syrian 
side by Vice-President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam, Prime Minister 
Mahmoud Zoubi and Foreign 
Minister Farouq Al Sharaa. 

The King was the guest of 
honour at an iftar hosted by 
President Assad later in the day. 


The King, scheduled to travel 
to Europe later this week, was 
believed in Damascus to talk 
about the Middle East peace pro- 
cess in the wake of the Gulf war 
and bilateral economic Coopera- 
tion. 

"Although the two countries 
took different stands in the (Gulf) 
crisis that does not mean doors 
were dosed or ties became cold," 
one official source told Reuters. 

“On the contrary. Prime Minis- 
ter Mudar Badran went to 
Damascus for consultations dur- 
ing the crisis and the King tele- 
phoned President Assad at least 
twice," be said. 

Diplomats said the two leaders 
were also likely to discuss post- 
war Iraq and means to reunite 
Arab ranks after the Gulf war 
had polarised the region. 

The King was scheduled to 
return to Amman after the iftar. 

President Assad led a long line 
of government officials who 
greeted tbe King and his entour- 
age on arrival at Damascus air- 
port for the visit. 

The two leaders then drove off 
to tbe downtown Tishreen 
Palace. 


Jordanian sources said the 
King and President Assad would 
also discuss next Sunday's first 
post-war meeting of Arab League 
foreign ministers. 

The 21 -member Arab League 
was an early victim of (he Gulf 
crisis, with Egypt. Syria and 
Saudi Arabia leading opposition 
to the Iraqi invasion. 

The King’s trip follows a sur- 
prise visit to Amman on Saturday 
by Iraqi Deputy Premier Tareq 
Aziz with a message from Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

Amman and Damascus hold 
almost identical views on the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict. Both hava 
ruled out talks with Israel before 
it quits occupied Arab territories 
and an international conference is 
held to solve the dispute. 

The two countries see as a 
positive sign Washington’s post- 
war talk of a compromise solution 
for Middle East peace based on 
U.N. resolutions and exchanging 
land for peace. 

The King’s visit to Syria coin- 
cided with the arrival in Aqaba of 
a tanker carrying 44,000 tonnes of 

(CootiBwd on page 5) 


Arafat ready for concessions 
in 6 land for peace 9 exchange deal 

Uprising activist unveils new initiative 


TUNIS (R) — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat has resumed his 
1988-89 peace offensive, adding 
what his office calls a substantial 
territorial concession to Israel. 

In an interview with the Cana- 
dian newspaper the Toronto Star. 
Mr. Arafat said the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
would accept a United Nations 
buffer zone on tbe Palestine side 
of the border between Israel and 
a future Palestinian state. 

The U.N. troops could stay 
there indefinitely, he added. 

The offer was apparently part 
of a new PLO negotiating posi- 
tion. 

Many U.S. politicians say Mr. 
Arafat “forfeited" the right to 
take part in talks on the future of 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip because of his 

strong support for Iraq in the 
Gulf conflict. 

European officials, especially 
in France and Italy, are more 
cautious, accepting the Palesti- 
nian view that only the Palesti- 
nians can choose their repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr. Arafat's proposals are 
based on the position the PLO 
adopted at a landmark meeting of 
the Palestine National CoundT 
in November 1988. 

The council accepted a solution 
based on a Palestinian state living 
in peace alongside Israel. 

But the proposals add new 
details to reassure Israel of the 
PLO’s peaceful intentions. Apart 
from the buffer zone, the PLO is 
offering temporary demilitarisa- 
tion of the Palestinian state and 
possible territorial adjustments to 
compensate for a corridor linking 
the Palestinian West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Arafat's proposals, as spel- 


led out by his office in a state- 
ment on Monday, are: 

— A Palestinian state could be 
demilitarised for a transitional 
period of six months, with U.N. 
troops replacing Israeli forces; 

— The issue of a corridor 
between Gaza and the West Bank 
is negotiable; 

— Mr. Arafat wants Jewish 
members in his cabinet and would 
accept Jews who wish to leave 
Israel and become Palestinian 
citizens; 

— There must be compensa- 
tion for Palestinian property in 
Israel; 

— Arab Jerusalem should be- 
long to Palestine, according to 
U.N. resolutions; 

— Once a state is established. 
Palestinians and Jordanians 
would vote freely on the issue of 
confederation; 

— Jewish settlers in the occu- 
pied territories must leave, 
according to U.N. resolutions. 

Mr. Arafat’s office, which dis- 
tributed extracts of the Toronto 
Star interview, said these were 
negotiating positions and not pre- 
conditions for talks. "So let us 
stan sitting at the table. If there is 
a will, there is a way." Mr. Arafat 
told the newspaper. 

Israel refuses to talk to the 
PLO and it rejects the idea of a 
Palestinian state. 

The Israeli government also in- 
sists on holding on to Arab Jeru- 
salem, which it “annexed" in 
1967, and maintains it has the 
right to expand Jewish settlement 
in the occupied territories. 

Mr. Arafat said the United 
States held the key to bringing 
Israel to the negotiating table and 
would have to put pressure on 
Israel to match their pressure on 
Iraq. 


“This is the challenge... de- 
finitely they have the upper hand 
now, specially after the Gulf 
war." he said. 

The United States has prom- 
ised to push hard for a settlement 
of the Palestinian question but 
PLO officials are sceptical it has 
the will to change Israeli policies. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker toured the region earlier 
this month and met a Palestinian 
delegation approved by (he PLO. 
He has not yet made any concrete 
proposals. 

A Palestinian activist urged the 
PLO Monday to seek internation- 
al backing for his proposal for 
elections in the Israeil-occupied 
territories to choose delegates to 
the Palestine National Council. 

Radi Al Jarai, 40, freed recent- 
ly after two years in jail for 
helping direct the Palestinian up- 
rising. said his initiative was 
aimed at coupling Isreal's plan to 
hold elections in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip with Arab de- 
mands to include the PLO in 
peace efforts. 

“We need to establish a perma- 
nent link between the Palestinian 
people in the occupied territories 
and abroad. I believe the PLO 
should adopt my initiative and 
make contacts with the United 
Nations to ensure its implementa- 
tion,” he told Reuters. 

Mr. Jarai’s initiative, published 
Sunday in the Arab Jerusalem 
newspaper Al Fajr, also called 
the Palestine National Council to 
set up an interim government 
including delegates elected from 
tbe -occupied territories. 

The interim government would 
negotiate with Israel on a perma- 
nent solution to the Palestinian 

(Continued on page 5) 



Turkish Kurd guerrilla leader I U.S. 


will not back rebellion in Iraq 


YANTA. Lebanon (R) — Kur- 
dish guerrillas fighting Turkey are 
deeply suspicious of rivals whose 
rebellion in northern Iraq has 
suddenly overshadowed their 
own seven-year struggle. They 
are determined not to be dis- 
tracted. 

“Every pan of Kurdistan will 
free itself. This does not mean we 
will interfere with the other 
parts," Abdullah Ocalan, leader 
of the Kurdish Workers Party 
(PKK), said in a rare interview 
Sunday. 

“We will not make revolution 
in Iraq but will support the peo-' 
pie in Iraq ... we will help with 
whatever they ask, even militari- 
ly.*' he told two reporters who 
visited his remote base in Leba- 
non's Bekaa Valley. 

He denounced one Iraqi Kur- 
dish group — Masoud Barzani's 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP) — as "Turkish agents." 

Some 10 million Kurds — a 
people neither Arabic nor Tur- 
kish — live in Turkey, five mil- 
lion in lean, 3.5 million in Iraq 
and 600,000 in Syria. 

The Kurdish new year. Nev 
Rouz. gave reporters an unusual 
glimpse of guerrilla activities in 
the northern Bekaa, a sanctuary 
for revolutionaries from several 
lands. 

Hundreds of Kurds filled a 
warehouse guarded by guerrillas 
with machine guns to show sup- 
port for the Marxist PKK. 

Some of guerrilla recruits are 
as young as 12. About a quarter 
are women including Jijik Fayiq, 
IS. who told us: “I will be happy 
when I kill a Turkish soldier." 

“We will fight until Kurdistan, 
with its four parts, is united," said 


Suleiman Ali, 29, a guerrilla who 
has trained at Yanta since Janu- 
ary. 

“Death to us or independency 
for Kurdistan. I am ready to 
sacrifice my 11 children as mar- 
tyrs to achieve freedom and vic- 
tory over our Turkish, Iraqi and 
Iranian enemies," said a 40-year- 
old who identified herself as 
S ho rash. 

The warehouse where the guer- 
rillas held their rally is in Bar 
Elias 50 kilometres east of Beirut. 

Ocalan — an elusive comman- 
der known as “Apo who slips in 
and out of southeast Turkey — 
met reporters at a PKK training 
camp 20 kilometres southeast at 
Yanta in desolate rocky bills five 
kilometres from the Syrian bor- 
der. 

Although he is little- known 
abroad, young Kurds celebrating 
Nev Rouz waved his picture and 
chanted “Biji Apo, Biji PKK 
(long live Apo, long live PKK)'* 
around bonfires in the southeast 
Tnrkish town of Cizre last Thurs- 
day. 

The presence of his base under 
Syrian eyes caused tension in the 
past between Ankara and 
Damascus, which nevertheless 
came down on the same side in 
this year’s Gulf war. Both now 
hope to see the fall of. Iraq's 
President Saddam Hussein. 

"Syria's support for the PKK is 
that they are not working against 
us." said Oclan who wore milit- 
ary fatigues. “They don’t give us 
money or weapons. The Kurds in 
Syria support us a little." 

Asked whether Syria could 
stop Kurdish operations from 
Lebanon, Oclan said: “If they 


want to they can. But it is not in 
their interest.” 

The interview also provided 
insight into animosity between 
Kurdish rebels who fight Turkey 
and those who fight Baghdad. 

The PKK’s guerrilla war in 
southeast Turkey has killed some 
3.000 people since 1984. Turkish 
President Turgut O zal, visiting 
the LTnited States this weekend, 
said he would not tolerate an 
independent Kurdish state in 
northern Iraq. 

The rebellion in northern Iraq 
is led by Masoud Barzani’s KDP 
and the Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan (PUK) headed by Jalal 
Talabani. 

Talabanj and a representative 
of Barzani met senior officials in 
Ankara this month to seek Tur- 
kish aid. 

“The Turkish government 
wants to use them (Iraqi Kurdish 
groups) against us. They use the 
KDP to lrill Kurdish people in 
Kurdistan,” Ocalan said. 

Asked if he thought Talabani 
made a mistake in approaching 
Ankara, Ocalan said: “Not as 
much as the KDP. KDP are 
agents for Turkey. Talabani will 
not work against the Kurdish 
people.” 

“Turkey will try to control 
them (Iraqi Kurds) and to make 
them agents,” he said. “It mil do 
so economically by controlling 
northern Iraq's min eral wealth 
and oQ." 

Asked about the possibility of 
an intra-Kurdish struggle be- 
tween the PKK and its Iraqi 
counterparts, he said: “We can 
expect that but we will not be the 
ones that start it.” 


Japan striving to cast off 
poor image in Gulf crisis 


By Eugene Moosa 
Reuter 

YOKOSUKA, Japan — 
Japanese minesweepers are set 
to sail to the Gulf as Tokyo 
struggled to cast off the image 
of being a “cash only” suppor- 
ter of its allies in times oftirisis. 

The government has yet to 
make a final decision on de- 
■ ploying some of the 40-strong 
fleet, but former Finance 
Minister Michio Watanabe 
echoed mainstream views in 
the ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party when he said recently: 
‘Tm sure that current laws do 
not prohibit sending mines- 
weepers abroad.” 

After the Iraq invasion of 
Kuwait last August, Prime 
Minister Toshiki Kaifu made 
two unsuccessful attempts to 
send Japanese military man- 
power to the Gulf in support 
roles. 

The first, a plan for a 2.000- 
member supply corps from the 
army, was scrapped in Novem- 
ber after strong public opposi- 
tion to sending the military 
overseas and charges in parlia- 
ment that it violated the post- 
World War II “peace constitu- 
tion." 

The second saw Mr. Kaifii try 
to send air force transport planes 
to help repatriate stranded Asian 
refugees in the Gulf. 

He by-passed parliament by 
issuing a cabinet directive, but 
the expected flood of refugees 
did not materialise and no re- 
lief body asked for Japan's 
help. 

Now government eyes are 
on the navy, or maritime self- 
defence force, the most soph- 
isticated of Japan's three ser- 
vices. 

In 1987. towards the end of 
the Iran-Iraq war, then Pre- 
mier Yasuhiro Nakasone 
sought to send minesweepers 
to protea Japanese tankers in 
the Gulf, onlv to back down 


under a hail of criticism. 

But public opinion has 
changed since then, govern- 
ment leaders say, asserting that 
most Japanese believe some 
form of manpower contribu- 
tion is necessary. 

A flotilla of small mines- 
weepers is perhaps ideal as a 
Japanese contribution, be- 
cause minesweeping in interna- 
tional waters is not considered 
an act of war, Mr. Watanabe 
and other ruling party mem- 
bers say. 

A similar argument per- 
suaded the Germans to send 
their minesweepers to the 
Gulf, the first time the German 
navy will have operated out- 
side European waters since 
1945. 

Japan's minesweepers are 
the only component of its navy 
to have taken part in actual 
operations since World War II . 

For many years after the 
1945 surrender, the force 
cleared Japanese waters of ab- 
out 12,000 mines dropped by 
U.S. bombers. During the 
1950-53 Korean war, it secretly 
swept mines laid by North Ko- 
rean trawlers around Pusan. 
The missions cost the lives of 
77 crew. 

Though the fleet declared 
home waters cleared of mines 
in 1969, the navy kept the force 
operational because of the 
Soviet Navy's huge capacity to 
lay mines to choke straits and 
ports. 

“We are ready for any mis- 
sion." said Captain Yoshio 
Komoriya, chief planning 
officer of the nine-ship second 
minesweeping flotilla, whose 
home port is Yokosuka, south 
of Tokyo. 

“It would mean hard times 
for the crew, if we went (to the 
Gulf), but it would just be like 
any other military operation,” 
Capt Komoriya said aboard 
the 490-tonne Sakushima, one 
of Japan's newest minesweep- 
ers. 

The Sakushima is a dual-role 


minesweeper-hunter with a 
wooden hall to prated it from 
magnetic mines. Launched in 
1989, it was hand-built from 
imported American pine. 

The vessel has remote- 
controlled and other types of 
submersible drones — small 
vessels designed to neutralise 
acoustic, moored and magnetic 
mines in sweeping and hunting 
operations. 

Sakushima’s only weaponry 
is a 20- mm cannon to detonate 
floating mines or those that 
surface after their cables are 
cut. 

Acoustic mines are triggered 
by the noise of big ships’ in the 
magnetic field, such as from a 
big steel-hulled ship. Moored 
and floating mines explode on 
contact. 

Sweepers locate most mines 
by sonar and then neutralise 
them with the drones. In diffi- 
cult cases, a team of four frog- 
men lays charges to explode 
planted mitres, a nerve-racking 
operation. 

“That’s why sailors on 
minesweepers need iron will," 
said Lieutenant Commander 
Izuru Fukumoto, The flotilla's 
mine warfare officer. “But 
clearing safe passage for com- 
mercial ships is a peaceful and. 
important mission." 

Steaming at up to 14 knots, 
Sakushima and the other 
wooden-hulled sweepers 
would take about a month to 
reach the Gulf, a long period 
for the crew who sleep in 
cramped bunk beds. The pitch- 
ing and rolling of the small 
ships would be another problem 
in heavy weather. 

“The attention we're getting 
is great for the morale of our 
sailors, whose ships have 
a rather dull role, compared 
with destroyers and sub- 
marines,” said Capt. Komor- 
iya. 

“Some in the other naval 
arms don't even know we ex- 
ist.” 


to give 
40 fighter 
planes 
to Turkey 


ANKARA (R) — The United 
States will transfer to Turkey 40 
F-4E fighter planes as part of 
extra military aid after the Gulf 
war, the U.S. embassy said Mon- 
day. 

The announcement followed 
weekend talks between President 
George Bush and President Tor- 
gut Ozal which focused on the 
outcome of the war and Amer- 
ican aid to Turkey. 

An embassy statement said the 
first four F-4Es would be deli- 
vered to Eskisehir Base, home of 
the Turkish first tactical air force, 
230 kilometres west of Ankara, 
Monday. 

The F-4E, a Phantom fighter- 
bomber, was the standard U.S. 
combat plane in the Vietnam 
war. 

The embassy statement said 
the transfer was taking place 
under the authority of the U.S. 
southern region amendment, but 
gave no details. Itdfd not say how 
much the planes were worth. 

Turkey has already received 
$82 million in extra military 
assistance from Washington this 
year on top of its 1991 military 
allocation of $500 million. 

The U.S. Congress Friday gave 
final legislative approval to an 
additional $200 million to help 
offset Turkey’s economic losses 
in the Gulf crisis. 

The U.S. administration has 
asked Congress to approve $625 
milli on in military aid and $75 
million in economic aid in 1992, 
up from an original 1991 aid total 
of $553 million. » 

The embassy said the delivery 
of the F-4Es was the latest de- 
velopment in a U.S.-Tnrkish 
security partnership which had 
served both NATO-member na- 
tions well for the past 40 years. 

Turkey aligned itself closely 
with U.S. policy in the Gulf crisis, , 
earning Washington’s gratitude. 1 
Ankara closed Iraq’s oil export 
artery, enforced U.N. sanctions, 
sent more troops to the Iraqi 
border and let U.S. planes use 
Inchiik. 

Mr. Ozal said in Washington 1 
Sunday that the United States 
could continue to depend on Tur- 
key as an ally. 

Swiss arms sales 

Swiss Foreign Minister Rene 
Felber will visit Turkey next week 
to discuss Swiss arms sales sus- 
pended during the Gulf war, a 
Turkish Foreign Ministry official 
said. 

“Among other issues, the talks 
are likely to cover halted arms 
sales to Turkey," said the official, 
who asked not to be named. 

Switzerland halted exports of 
weapons and military supplies to 
Turkey Jan. 18, the day after the 
U.S.-led coalition went to war 
with Iraq, to avoid compromising 
Swiss neutrality. 

Berne had already suspended 
military exports to Gulf states 
after the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Swiss military exports to Tur- 
key were worth 26 million Swiss 
francs ($20.5 million) in 1989. p 

Turkey criticised Swiss policy 
and said in January it was scrap- 
ping joint defence industry pro- 
jects because of what it called 
Swiss ‘insistence on unreason- 
able and unjust terms." 

Turkish government sources 
said Switzerland had cited human 
rights abuses in Turkey to delay 
plans for a joint venture to make 
Swiss Geriikon anti-aircraft guns 
as pan of Turkey’s $10 billion 
milrtary modernisation plan. 

Mr. Felber, due in Turkey 
from April 4 to 6, will meet 
Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet 
Kurtcebe Alptemocin and Presi- 
dent Ozal, a Foreign Ministry 
statement said. 


China says all foreign 
forces should leave Gulf 


BEIJING (R) — China said 
Monday that all foreign forces 
should leave the Gulf and allow 
the countries of the Middle East 
to deal with their own affairs. 

The United Nations Security 
Council should also play a role in 
the aftermath of the Gulf war, 
Premier Li Peng said in his gov- 
ernment's annual work report to 
die National People’s Congress. 
China’s parliament. 

“China holds that matters in 
the Gulf should be addressed . 
mainly by the countries in the 
region through consultation, that 
the independence, sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of the gulf 
countries should be respected and 
that the internal affairs of each 
country should be handled by the 
country’s peoples themselves,'" Li 
said. 

“We also believe that all fore- 
ign forces should be withdrawn 
from the Gulf," Mr. Li added, 
according to a text of his report 
released in advance. 


11 foreign middle east mews in brief 

Sudan «p.l. two EtlUopton diploma. 

positions in southern Iraq while CAmo fA p' ) _ Su dan has expelled two Ethiopian diplomats in 
the allied forces maintam apre- for the expulsion of two Sudanese^plomats from Addis 

sence in Kuwait and Saadi ^bafoa last week, the Egyptian government’s Middle East News 
A ^ a * . Agency reported Monday. In a dispatch from Sudan s capital 

China, one of five pemanent agency the two Ethiopian diplomats had been 

members of the U.N. Secunly dedared ‘^desfrable” and given four days to leave tire country. 

Council, has tried to remain neat- F -j Pthiooia excelled two Sudanese diplomats as well as 

ml m fl* CMf “nfli^Itdid n« On Fnday, r Libyan diplomat. The Ethic 

SR* SSLXS!i& ^go^TeSdthcir activities were incompatible™* fbeb 
U.S.-led diplomatic work. They also were given four cbys to leave. On 

finally forced Iraq to withdraw a statement published by Libya’s official news agency 

from Kuwait. . jaNA and broadcast by state-ran television, said Libya denied 

China alterations that it was arming Ethiopian rebels who recently made 

substantial gain in a major offensive against the Ethiopian army. A 

5322 dlpimnat in Addis Ababa XSed his country vras aiding 

^t^ d frST e fore d Tin^^ Ethiopian insurgents in any way. Ethiopia and neighbouring 
with Iraq before it invaded Sudan F unofficially allow the other’s rebel groups to maintain 

M? 1 IJ reiterated China’s sud- offices ™ their capitals. Ethiopia currently is battling a major 

offensive by the Eritrean and Tigrean rebels, who have pushed to 
££ on * e Se withm 140 kflometies of Addis Ababa and seized two northwestern 

out an “early, just and reasonable provinces. 

Motion,” to the Palestinian Sudan, Chad discuss refugee repatriation 


issue. 

“The State of Palestine and the 
state of Israel should recognise 
each other," Mr. Li said. 


Israel says it holding 
Odeh murder suspects 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israeli police, 
at the request of the United 
States, Sunday arrested a Jewish 
husband and wife suspected of 
killing an Arab American activist 
in 1985. 

Israel Radio identified the 
couple as Robert and Rachel 
Manning, U.S.-bom immigrants 
to Israel and now residents of the 
Jewish settlement of Kiryat Arba 
in the occupied West Bank. 

It said the arrests followed a 
U.S. request for their extradition 
in connection with the murder of 
Alexander Odeh in Santa Ana, 
California. Mr. Odeh was the 
regional executive director of the 
Arab- American Anti-Discrimina- 
tion Committee (ADC). 

Mr. Odeh died when a bomb 
destroyed the ADCs Santa Ana 
office in October 1985. He had 
defended the Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) in a 
television interview tire night be- 
fore the attack, although Palesti- 
nians said be was not a PLO 
activist. 

The radio said Robert Manning 
was a known activist of the anti- 
Arab Kach movement founded 
by Rabbi Meir Kahane, who was 
assassinated in New York last 
year. 

His wife was detained during a 
visit to the United States three 
years ago and questioned about 
the Odeh murder but was later 


released and allowed to return to 
Israel, the radio said. 

The Israeli justice ministry is 
currently examining the extradi- 
tion request, made after new evi- 
dence emerged. Police will bring 
the Mannings to court for a re- 
mand hearing wi thin two days. 

Kach activists said they would 
mount a campaign to block the 
extradition, for which there is no. 
legal barrier since the Mannings 
allegedly committed the crime 
before they became Israeli 
citizens. 

The United States requested 
the extradition of the Mannings, 
for the I960 murder of Patricia 
Wilkerson, a secretary for a com- 
puter firm in Manhattan Beach, 
California, according to the AP. 

Ms. Wilkerson died when she 
plugged an electrical appliance 
into the wall and it exploded. 
Police contend the device was 
sent by the Mannings and was 
intended to hurt Wilkerson's 
boss. 

U.S. prosecutors have alleged 
that Mrs. Manning’s fingerprints- 
were found on a letter accom- 
panying the device and her hus- 
band’s prints were on the package 
in which it was sent. 

The -couple was indicted in 
California for the crime in July 
1988. Manning was said to be a 
member of the Jewish Defence 
League, set up under Kahane. 


Saudi Arabia resents 
Israel’s settlement policy 


RIYADH (AP) — Saudi Arabia 
expressed deep resentment Mon- 
day over Israeli policies in the 
occupied Arab territories That it 
said hurts serious Middle East 
peace bids. 

The official Saudi Press Agen- 
cy said a responsible source, the 
usual term for a government 
spokesman, demanded Israel end 
its policy of establishing settle- 
ments in the occupied territories. 

“Such Israel direction does not 
serve the serious efforts aimed at 
achieving a peaceful settlement 
... and does not achieve the 
objectives of reaching a compre- 
hensive and just peace in the 
region the statement said. 

The source said Israel should 
stop the establishment of settle- 
ments and “make way for the 
efforts being exerted to give the 
Palestinian people their firm 
legitimate rights." 

, The statement concurred with 
one from Egypt, where the Fore- 
ign Ministry said Sunday that the 
policy to increase settlements on 
Arab territories raised doubts ab- 
out Israel's desire to reach a 
peaceful solution in die Middle 
East. 

The United States has deter- 
mination to push through an 
Arab- Israeli settlement in the 
wake of the Gulf war. 


Egypt is tire only Arab country 
that has a peace treaty with 
Israel. Saudi Arabia enjoys an inf- 
luential position in Arab ranks 
and its goodwill is considered 
.vital for the peacemaking bid. 

The Saudi and Egyptian com- 
ments were triggered by recent 
reports in the Israeli press that 
hardline Housing Minister Ariel 
Sharon intends to build 12,000 
housing units on the occupied 
West Bank. 

An Israeli cabinet official said 
there ws no government approval 
for such a plan. 

The United States has rejected 
the policy of establishing Israeli 
settlements in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

“The Israeli government’s con- 
tinued settlement activity will in- 
crease tension in the occupied 
Arab territories and undermines 
sincere efforts currently exerted 
to push forward the peace process 
in the Middle East,” said the 
Cairo statement. 

“This news makes us wonder 
especially because it comes at a 
time when all forces seeking 
peace are pushing for a settle- 
ment based on justice which 
would guarantee the Palestinian 
people’s national rights including 
self-determination," the state- 
ment said. 


KHARTOUM (R) — - Preparations for repatriating Chadian 
refugees in Sudan were discussed in a recent meeting between 
r^ bpirtiaM gover nme nt officials and Sudan’s commissioner for 
refugees, the official SUNA news agency said Monday. It did not 
say when or where the talks took place but added the commission- 
er, retired Brigadier Abdul Rahman Sir A1 Khatim, had just 
returned from, a three-day inspection tour of refugee camps in 
Geneina in Darfur state, which borders Chad. SUNA quoted him 
as saying he evaluated tbe progress of the European Co mm unity- 
finan ced first phase of refugee assistance projects to construct four 
pr imar y and intermediate schools, provide drinking water and 
develop rural areas of Darfur. The agency said Khatim was 
accompanied on his trip by Khartoum-based representatives of the 
EC and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). All but 13,000 of the estimated 130,000 Chadian 
refugees in Sudan live in camps. 

Algerian activist to stand trial for libel 

ALGIERS (R) — Algerian Muslim fundamentalist leader Abbas 
Madam will stand trial for libel next month after accusing the Red 
Crescent of selling to France Algerian blood destined for Iraq, the 
Arabic daily Essalem reported Monday. Mr. Madam, who is 
president of the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), the largest opposi- 
tion party, made the allegation in a television interview at the 
beginning of this month. The Red Crescent denied tbe allegation. 

Turkish prime minister breaks wrist 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish Prime Minister Yildirim Akbulut left' 
hospital Monday after treatment for a broken wrist suffered while 
skiing the previous day, the Anatolian news agency said. Mr. 
Akbulut, a heavily built man of 56, broke several bones in his wrist. 
Anatolian quoted his doctor as saying a 15-minute operation had 
been successful and he was fit to return to work. 

Turkish soldier kills four colleagues 

ANKARA (R) — A Turkish soldier shot dead four soldiers from 
his own unit late Sunday, the Anatolian news agency said. It said 
Lutfu Satin, a conscript with the sixth armoured brigade based in 
the eastern city of Tatvan, was- arrested. Anatolian said only that 
Sacm had run amok. 

Nine Egyptians fronffiraq arrive in Iran 

NICOSIA (R) — Nine Egyptians fleeing unrest in Iraq have crossed 
into Iran, the Iranian news agency IRNA said. An Egyptian family 
of five arrived in Iran Sunday. They were lodged in a temporary 
camp in western Bakhtaran province pending their return home, 
IRNA said Monday. It said four Egyptians who said they were 
workers in Iraq crossed through the Ban eh border point in western 
Kurdistan province on Saturday and were banded over to repre- 
sentatives of the International Committee of the Red Cross in 
Iran- 

Manila wants help on reported drowning 

MANILA (R) The Philippine government, investigating reports 
that Iraqi soldiers drowned 50 Filipino dock workers in Kuwait, 
Monday appealed for information to workers who stayed in the 
emirate during the Gulf war. Labour Secretary Ruben Torres 
gathered reports on the incident during a visit to Kuwait two weeks 
ago. According to the reports, 50 workers were thrown into the 
harbour with weights attached to their bodies. “I am appealing to 
those (Filipinos) who worked in the dockyard to come out and 
inform ns whether some of their friends were not able to leave," 
Mr. Torres told reporters. He said the reports were still to be 
verified. IBs visit to Kuwait was part of a tour of the Gulf to discuss 
job opportunities for Filipino contract workers in the region. More 
than 500,0)0 Filipino workers are employed in Saudi Arabia and 
other Gulf countries. Mr. Tones said Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 
would need another 400,000 workers to help in reconstruction 
work. That number excluded maintenance and factory jobs. 

Five U.S. ships lay anchors at Haifa 

TEL AW (AP) — Five ships of the U.S. Sixth Fleet docked at 


relaxation for crewmen taking a break from the Gu5T Israel 
Television sad the 6,400 marines and sailors on board would be 

“HOI?*- wayside, while the ships were 
freshened and their el^tnaty and mechanical systems fixed. The 
ships are due to set safl again m seven days, the television said. 

Grain supplies reach drought-hit Sudanese 

~ About 35,000 sacks of sorghum and 20,000 
a f nve ? m Sudan’s drought-stricken 

of Darfur m the last few days, a Khartoum newsoatwr said 

^ A 3 Sodan A1 HadKtid 
ft0m region of Gnderif in 
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Prince Hassan presents developments 
in the region, invites U.S. 
industrialists to invest in Jordan 


SAN FRANCISCO (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan who is on a private visit 
here held m ee t in gs with local 
prominent figures to discuss the 
Middle East question and the 
post-war era in the region. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said that Prince Hassan met 
with leading economists, intellec- 
tuals and media people with 
whom he exchanged views about 
the various developments in the 
Gulf and the Middle East and 
their impact on the socio- 
economic life in the two regions. 

Among those meeting with the 
Prince, Petra said, were members 


of the Arab American Chamber 
of Commerce, businessmen and 
prominent American industrial- 
ists with whom he discussed pros- 
pects for investments in Jordan. 

According to the agency, the 
Jordanian position was fuUy 
understood and appreciated at 
the meeting. 

Prince Hassan met with uni- 
versity professors and academi- 
cians for similar exchange of 
views and possible solutions for 
the Middle East problem. In 
addition, the Prince met with 
members of tbe Jordanian com- 
munity in San Francisco and was 
interviewed by local television 


networks. 

Last Saturday, Prince Hassan 
gave an address at a national 
conference, held at Tamalpais 
Institute in San Francisco, dismis- 
sing the situation in the Arab 
World in general with special 
attention to tbe Palestine prob- 
lem and the Gulf issue. 

Tbe Crown Prince, who is 
accompanied by Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Sarvath and the 
political advisor to His Majesty 
King Hussein, prior to arriving in 
tbe U.S. had visited the United 
Kingdom where be delivered an 
address at Oxford University and 
Ottawa, Canada. 


Relief agencies remain alert 



By P.V. Vfvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Notwithstanding 
Iraqi assurances that Baghdad is 
not planning any move against 
expatriate labour, international 
relief organisations are keeping a 
close eye on the situation m Iraq 
in the event that tbe worsening 
living conditions and health situa- 
tion coupled with civil unrest 
could force a massive exodus of 
foreign workers in the country, 
according to U.N. and other offi- 
cials. 

“The Iraqi government has 
assured the U.N. that it will not 
impose any measures to expel 
foreign workers from the coun- 
try, but the situation remains so 
Quid that the workers themselves 
may decide to leave," said a 
senior relief official. “We have to 
be prepared for that eventuality," 
be told the Jordan Times. 

Various U.N. and voluntary 
organisations which set up or 
increased their presence in Jor- 
dan to cope with tbe flood of 
evacuees from Kuwait and Iraq in 
the wake of the Gulf crisis have 
scaled down their activities, but 
are in a position to revive tbe 
operation at short notice. 

Only three camps for evacuees 
remain operative. Others were 
dosed down earlier this week. 

“We have not lowered bur 
state of alertness and prepared- 
ness," said Hans Einhaus, chief 
of the special mission in Amman 
of the United Nations Disaster 


Relief Coordinator (UNDRO). 
“We are aware of all eventuali- 
ties, and our system can be mobil- 
ised and operative at less than 24 
hours notice," he said. 

At the same time, UNDRO 
might dose down its emergency 
operations in Jordan by the end 
of the week if it does not receive 
any instructions from headquar- 
ters to the effect that Jordan 
would be the centre for ail relief 
efforts for the Iraqi people, who 
are suffering from the devastation 
caused by allied bombing. 

Mr. Einhaus said there was a 
possibility that Jordan might host 
such a centre depending on the 
outcome of a mission undertaken 
by Under-Secretary-General 
Martti Ahtisaari to Iraq last 
week. "We have not heard any- 
thing definite yet," Mr. Einhaus 
said. 

“We do not want to extend our 
presence here and tie down re- 
sources and staff unnecessarily,” 
he said. But, he added, ”we 
would leave behind a strong 
back-up system to cope with any 
emergency situation." 

Mr. Einhaus pointed out that a 
large number of Palestinians re- 
mained in Kuwait and it was 
possible that some of them also 
might decide to leave and end up 
in Jordan. 

“We have facilities to house up 
to 100,000 people in such an. 
eventuality,” he noted."”- ' 

Expatriates in Kuwait leaving 
the emirate through Iraq is a dis- 
tant possibility, given the security 
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King congratulates Greece, Bangladesh 

' AMMAN (Petra) — IBs Majesty King Hussein Monday sent 
congratulatory cables to Greek President Constantin Karamanlis 
and acting Bangladeshi president on their countries’ national days 
anniversaries. King Hussein wished both beads of state continued 
good health and happiness and tbe Greek and the Bangladeshi 
peoples further progress and prosperity. 

Alawneh urges initiating projects 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Agriculture Mohammad A1 
Alawneh Monday called on industrialists and business m en to 
exploit the local resources and initiate foood industries projects 
such as manufacturing dairy products and processing fruits and 
vegetables. Mr. Alawneh said in a statement to the press that the 
Kingdom had imported in 1990 JD 22.5 million worth of dairy 
products, JD 69,000 worth of cooked vegetables, JD 883,000 
worth of pickled vegetables, JD 59,000 worth of dried and 
preserved fruits and JD 179,000 worth of fruits juice. He said that 
initiating such projects would help increase agricultural produce 
and animal wealth in tbe Kingdom, which null consequently 
enhance the Jordanian economy and save the treasury a lot of 
hard currency. 

Chambers of Commerce meet 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Board of Directors of the Jordanian 
National Committee of the International Chamber of Commerce 
held a meeting Monday under tbe chairmanship of President of 
tbe Jor dani an Chambers of Commerce Mohammad Asfour. The 
meeting discussed several issues related to ways of supporting the 
national economy in the post-war era. It also discussed the 
committee’s preparations to hold a local training course on new 
commercial terms. The-course aims at acquai n ting bu s inessmen 
and merchants with terminology used in commercial deals at the 
international level. 

Delegation to assess damage in Petra 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Tourism Secretary General 
Nasri Atallah and Director General of the Department of 
Antiquities Ghazi Bfeheh Monday visited the city of Petra and 
inspected tbe archaeological places there to see the effects of the 
storm which hit Jordan in the past few days. Storms and heavy 
rains have caused the closure of roads and collapse of bridges in 
south Jordan. A1 Seeq area, leading to Petra, was flooded with 
water and several archaeological sites were harmed by the floods. 
An assessment of damages is being currently conducted by the 
mimstiy to restore damaged ruins in the city of Petra. 

JOC delegation leaves for Syria 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation representing the Jordan 
Olympic Committee (JOC) and the Mimstiy of Youth left 
Amman for Damascus Monday on a four-day visit to Syria. The 
visit comes in response to an invitation by President of the 
General Sports Federation in Syria Sanrih Mudallal to take part in 
the federation’s 20th anniversary celebrations, and to attend the 
opening of the fourth Syrian sports conference. The delegation is 
led by JOC Secretary General Abdullah Abu Nuwwar. 

Minister visits south Jordan Valley 

AMMAN (Petra) — Water and Irrigation Minister Saad Hayel 
Surour Monday visited the south Jordan Valley region to 
femDiarise himself with the effects of the floods, which resulted 
from heavy rains in tbe past two days, on the Jordan Valley 
Authority’s (JVA) agricultural projects. 


A repatriate shows traces of torture (cigarette burns) by armed 
Kuwaitis (photo by Yousef A! ‘Allan) 

Repatriates report 
torture in Kuwait 


situation in southern Iraq and the 
presence of allied forces in large 
chunks of Iraqi territory in the 
area. Nonetheless, all relief agen- 
cies are keeping their options 
open until the situation clears 
itself. 

Marwan A1 Khoury. spokes- 
man for the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), said UNHCR was 
also assessing the situation within 
Iraq before deciding future 
course of action. 

Alfred Kottek, bead of the 
Amm an mission of tbe Interna- 
tional Organisation for Migration 
(IOM), told the Jordan Times 
last week that the IOM would 
continue to maintain its presence 
in Jordan as long as possibilities 
remained of evacuees coming 
through- 

While the emergency evacua- 
tion operations are almost at a 
standstill, judging from the trickle 
of refugees from across the border 
with Iraq, Jordan might find itself 
hosting another massive wave of 
evacuees if Egyptian nationals — 
who total around one million — 
deride to leave the devastated 
country, where water, food and 
health situation is getting worse. 


DHL 
reopens 
in Kuwait 

AMMAN — DHL Worldwide 
Express has reopened its opera- 
tions in Kuwait — the first air 
express company to offer services 
in the emirate. Since the end of 
tire Gold crisis, DHL has moved 
in food supplies as a humanita- 
rian gesture, but from Wednes- 
day, March 20, all DHL offices 
resumed full commercial services 
to Kuwait. 

Inbound and outbound ship- 
ments of documents and parcels 
will support the activities of inter- 
national companies involved in 
tiie emergency reconstruction of 
Kuwait. 

DHL maintain ed its air express 
services in Saudi Arabia and the 
other Gulf states throughout the 
Gulf war. using its own regional 
fleet of aircraft. 

The DHL Kuwait operation is 
being co-ordinated from tempor- 
ary offices in the Holiday Inn 
Hotel while its officers are re- 
paired. It is being ran by DHL’s 
former Kuwait manager Steve 
Bushby. 

“We’re delighted to be back in 
Kuwait to play our part in the 
reconstruction of the country," 
be said. “It’s particularly pleasing 
to be first air express company 
here, just three weeks after the 
end of the Gulf crisis, offering an 
international courier service to 
the many organisations from 
around the world who are in- 
volved in the rebuilding program- 
me." 

Middle East Regional Manager 
Graham Davey said: “The 
reopening of our operation in 
Kuwait illustrates our commit- 
ment not only to the future of the 
country and its people, but also to 
our customers in the economic 
and business communities of the 
world.” 


By Odeb Odeb 
Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two Jordanians 
arriving here from Kuwait have 
reported brutal acts of torture 
and other abuses exercised 
against them and many other 
Jordanians and Palestinians after 
Iraq’s pull out of Kuwait last 
month. 

“We have lived in a hell-like 
state for eight days, exposed to 
different forms of torture at the 
bands of paramilitary groups, and 
were finally thrown out at the 
border with Iraq where we suc- 
ceeded in finding our way back to 
Jordan." said the two — Salah 
Abdul Rahim Suleiman, 19, and 
Mohammad Hassan Hamdan. 22, 
in an interview with the Jordan 
Times and Ai Ra’i newspapers. 

“As soon as the ceasefire took 
effect, lots of armed men started 
roaming the streets of Kuwait 
arresting Palestinians, Jordanians 
and other nationalities, and I was 
among those who ventured into 
the street and was beaten instant- 
ly by these armed groups," said 
Salah Suleiman, a student in a 
Kuwaiti school. 

“The beating and torture 
started immediately after these 
people found that I was a Jorda- 
nian passport holder from Jenin 
in the occupied West Bank," 
Salah added. 

“The armed gangs started beat- 
ing me with dubs and whips and 
used cigarettes to burn different 
parts of my body before detaining 
me in a dungeon in solitary con- 
finement," Salah continued. 

“While torturing me, these 
people used very bad language, 
accusing the Jordanians and tbe 
Palestinians of conspiring against 
Kuwaitis after looting tbe coun- 
try,” Salah said. 

“On the fifth day of my deten- 
tion," he said, “I was taken to 
join 27 others who turned out to 
be Jordanians, Palestinians, 
Algerians or Sudanese." 

He said that “these were all 
dragged out of their homes and 
taken to special detention camps 
for torture.” 

“Only on tbe eighth day of oar 
detention they dumped us at the 
border with no money and no 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Swedish 
government has granted 25 mil- 
lion Swedish crowns ($4.1 mil- 
lion) in emergency aid to Palesti- 
nians in the West Bank and Gaza. 
Tbe grant is intended primarily 
for food and health care and will 
be founded through tbe UN- 
RWA and Diakonia, a Swedish 
church charity organisation which 
operates a major rehabilitation 
centre in Ratnallah. according to 
a press release issued by the 
Swedish Embassy in Amman 


clothes or other belongings," said 
Salah. 

He said: “We and the others 
walked most of the way to Bagh- 
dad passing decayed bodies of 
Palestinians, Iraqis and Jorda- 
nians killed in detention." 

Salah said that the Jordanian 
Embassy in Baghdad supplied 
him with travel documents and 
the Jordan-National Red Cres- 
cent Society (JNRCS) arranged 
for the trip back to Amman. 

A similar experience was re- 
lated by Mohammad Hamdan, a 
merchant dealing with ready 
made clothes. Mohammad said 
that he was captured on the third 
day after the ceasefire, while he 
was in the street, by armed 
groups who were rounding up 
Sudanese. Palestinians, Jorda- 
nians and Yemenis. 

’The Kuwaiti armed gangs 
were assisted by Egyptian and 
Saudi troops who took me and 
many others to a school which 
was turned into a detention camp 
where we were tortured and 
beaten repeatedly,” be said. 

The two Jordanian men’s stor- 
ies were corroborated earlier by 
independent and American re- 
ports from Kuwait, which said 
that dozens of Palestinians and 
Jordanians had disappeared into 
a “secret web of interrogation, 
torture, detention, deportation 
and death.” 

Reuter News Agency said that 
many Kuwaitis had accused the 
Palestinians of collaborating with 
the Iraqi army during the seven- 
month occupation of Kuwait. Re- 
ports said that in an atmosphere 
of virtual gun law, people are 
taken at checkpoints manned by 
Kuwaiti army and resistance or 
taken from hospitals and homes. 
After an ordeal of days or weeks 
some have been shot dead and 
buried in unmarked graves, 
according to Reuter. 

Last week, Foreign Minister 
Taher AJ Masri told Parliament 
that the Jordanian government 
was holding contacts with tbe 
Kuwaiti government over the 
matter and was trying to send a 
team of officials to help secure 
the safety of the Jordanian and 
Palestinian citizens. 


"The Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories are among those 
hardest hit by the Gulf crisis 
because of diminished or cancel- 
led aid programmes and pro- 
longed curfews," said Sweden’s 
minister for international de- 
velopment cooperation, Mrs. 
Lena Hjelm- Wallen in a com- 
ment. 

The new decision brings 
Sweden’s emergency aid to the 
Middle East victims of the Gulf 
crisis to a total of $53 million. 


Sweden grants 
aid to Palestinians 


U.S. Iraqis arrive with supplies 


DETROIT ( AP) — A delegation 
representing thousands of Iraqi- 
Americans has arrived in Amman 
with medical supplies, relief 
money and more than 3,000 let- 
ters from Iraqis living abroad. 

Tbe three-member Iraqi- 
American ^ group presented 
checks totalling $75,000 on Satur- 
day to the Jordanian Red Cres- 
cent, a branch of the Internation- 
al Committee of the Red Cross. 

“The money is probably just a 
token," said Paul Vincent, a 
Detroit-area attorney and presi- 
dent of victims of war. “We’re 
really hoping to raise public con- 
sciousness about what has hap- 


pened in Iraq." 

An additional SSQ.QOO donated 
through Chaldean Churches in 
Detroit .was delivered Sunday, 
and tbe group, all Iraqi-born U.S. 
residents, left for Baghdad to 
deliver more supplies, money and 
letters. Most Iraqis here are Chal- 
deans, a Christian minority in 
Iraq. 

“We wanted to make sure we 
complied noth 100 per cent of the 
U.S. regulations,” said Sam 
Yono, chairman of the Chaldean 
Federation of America. 

The delegation had to persuade 
the Iraqi ambassador to Jordan to 


provide special passes, since tbe 
U.S. State Department prohibits 
using American passports to 
travel to Iraiq. 

Relief workers who have vi- 
sited Iraq recently say there is a 
lack of electricity, and severe 
shortages of medicine have re- 
sulted in contaminated water, 
stagnant sewage and a crippled 
health-care system. 

Even though medicine and 
medical supplies were exempted 
from Unittxi Nations sanctions 
against Iraq, the U.S. govern- 
ment strictly regulated such ship- 
ment. 


First sea shipment 
of Syrian oil arrives 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — Authorities at 
the port of Aqaba have stoned 
unloading 44,000 tonnes of crude 
oil which arrived there on board 
tbe oil tanker Paramis from Syria. 

A port statement said that the 
oil came from the Syrian port of 
Banias in accordance with an 
agreement reached between Am- 
man and Damascus last month. 

Jordan began importing petrol 
and other oil derivatives from 
Syria two months ago at world 
market rates to replace supplies 
previously received from Iraq. 

Diesel, petrol and other re- 
fined products have been arriving 
from Syria by road until now. 

More than 90,000 tonnes of 
crude oil arrived at Aqaba from 
Yemen last month on board a 
tanker which would be berthed in 
the port permanently, but the 
Syrian and the Jordanian govern- 
ments reached a separate agree- 
ment on oil providing for Syria to 


supply the Kingdom with crude as 
well as oil products. 

Under the agreement. Syria is 
to sell oil at international prices, 
which arc far higher than the 
price Jordan used to pay for Iraqi 
crude oii. 

Last month Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran said that the first 
five trucks loaded with oii and 
four others filled with gas arrived in 
Amman while others were on 
their way. He said that Jordan 
was buying 30.000 tonnes of oil 
from Syria at market rates. 

Jordanian officials said that the 
Kingdom used to consume 50,001) 
barrels of oil daily but the influx 
of 300.000 Jordanians, with 
25.000 cars from Iraq and 
Kuwait, had pushed tbe demand 
up to 65 .000 barrels a day promp- 
ting the government to ration 
petrol and to allow private cars to 
run on alternate days. 

According to the statement. 


four cargo vessels docked at the 
port of Aqaba over (he past (wo 
days carrying containers full of 
goods for the Jordanian market. 
Two of the vessels are to load 
goods bound for Algeria and 
European markets. 

Iraq provided Jordan with oil 
by truck at bargain rates until the 
Gulf war started on Jan. 17. 
Allied bombing of Iraqi oil re- 
fineries and the highway to Jor- 
dan stopped the flow. 

Officials said Amman would 
have to pay 5400 to $500 million 
this year to buy oil ebewbere. 

Iraq had been supplying Jordan 
with oil at a discounted price in 
settlement of a commercial debt 
incurred during (he 1980-S8 Iraq- 
Iran war. 

Officials said Jordan's fuel oil 
consumption had dropped sub- 
stantially due to a slowdown in 
economic activity and restrictions 
on car use. 


Jordan, Tunisia discuss 
current issues, Arab affairs 


TUNIS (J.T. I — Tunisian Presi- 
dent Zein AI Abideen Ben Ali 
received here Monday Foreign 
Minister Taher Al Masri who 
conveyed to him a verbal message 
from His Majesty King Hussein" 
dealing with the current affairs in 
the Arab region and the future of 
the joint Arab action. 

Mr. Masri earlier Monday met 
with his Tunisian counterpart AI 
Habin Ben Yahya and discussed 
issues of common concern to 
Jordan and Tunisia as well as 
Arab affairs. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the two ministers' 
discussions also covered joint 
Arab action, the Palestine prob- 
lem and the implementation of 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions concerning the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

Tbe agency said that the two 
ministers had identical views ab- 
out these issues and about the 
need for convening an interna- 


tional conference to settle the 
Arab-Israeli problem. 

The two ministers also reaf- 
firmed their countries’ backing 
for the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) as being the 
sole and legitimate representative 
of the Palestinian people and 
reviewed ways that can be 
adopted to promote bilateral 
cooperation in all fields, Petra 
said. 

Mr. Masri, who is currently on 
a tour of Maghreb Union coun- 
tries. met also with Al Baji Qaed 
Sabsi. speaker of the Tunisian 
parliament and reviewed with 
him a host of questions of con- 
cern to the Arab World. 

Mr. Masri’s tour was aimed at 
bolstering Arab solidarity and 
achieving consensus among Arab 
states ahead of a meeting by the 
Arab League in Cairo later this 
month at the foreign ministers’ 
level. 


Mr. Masn. who will also go to 
Mauritania and Morocco, is sche- 
duled to visit Syria and Yemen 
before returning to Jordan. 

Reports from Cairo said that 
delegates from all the Arab 
League member states, except for 
Iraq, had held a preparatory 
meeting to discuss the agenda of 
the March 30 parley. It was the 
first Arab League function since 
the end of tbe Gulf war, which 
had split the Arab League in half. 

An Arab League foreign tnm»- 
ters’ meeting in Cairo last 
September drew only 12 of the 
Arab member states. 

The agenda of next Saturday’s 
foreign ministers* meeting in- 
cludes reports presented by va- 
rious Arab states on Arab 
boycott of certain companies that 
deal with Israel, the situation in 
the Israeli-held Arab lands and 
Euro-Arab relations, among 
others. I 


NGOs appeal to U.N. to 
end sanctions on Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — - A group of 20 
Non-Governmental Organisa- 
tions (NGOs) operating in Am- 
man Monday sent an appeal, to 
the U.N. Secretary' General for 
ending U.N. sanctions on life- 
sustaining services for the Iraqi 
people. 

“We appeal to the United Na- 
tions and all member govern- 
ments, and especially to the coali- 
tion governments, to lift all sanc- 
tions against Iraq that relate to 
equipment and spare parts 
needed to restore vital water, 
sanitation and electrical installa- 
tions," the appeal said. 

“Reports from our member 
NGOs who have just returned 
from Iraq confirm the urgency 
already expressed by the U.N. 
secretary-general’s special mis- 


sion, and by UNICEF. WHO, 
ICRC and olhers^that the people 
of Iraq are in imminent danger of 
life-threatening epidemic diseases 
such as cholera, typhoid and 
meningitis,” the appeal added. 

It said: “We note the easing of 
sanctions of food. Equally impor- 
tant. however, is the need to 
restore the water, electricity and 
sewage systems for which spare 
parts and equipment, and also 
fuel, are urgently needed." 

"Therefore," it concluded, 
"we urge that sanctions relating 
to all these items be lifted im- 
mediately to reduce the still im- 
minent threat of widespread dis- 
ease. If we do not act at once, a 
whole generation of Iraqi chil- 
dren could be damaged for life.” 

The appeal went from the fol- 


lowing non-governmental orga- 
nisations in Amman: Save the 
Children. Middle East Council of 
Churches. International Rescue 
Committee, Catholic Relief Ser- 
vices. Jordan Baptist Conven- 
tion, Care International. Menno- 
nite Central Committee, Pontifical 
Mission for Palestine. Near East 
Foundation, Bible Society, 
Evangelical Relief Pool, Adven- 
tist Development and Relief 
Agency. World Vision Interna- 
tional, Human Appeal, Ananda 
Marga Universal Relief Team, 
Quaker Peace St Service (U.K.), 
American Friends Service Com- 
mittee, Canadian Friends Service 
Committee, Gulf Peace Team in 
Amman, Rissho Kosci-kai 
(Japanese Buddhist Organisa- 
tion). 


Volunteer 
societies 
raise aid 
for Iraq 



The National Speech and Hearing Centre Monday starts a four-day 
seminar that tackles detecting hearing impairment among cfcHdren 
(Petra photo) 


Seminar tackles 
hearing problems 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The ‘Little 
Hands’ (a group of children affili- 
ated to the General Union of 
Voluntary Societies) has raised 
JD 4,045 which will be used to 
buy supplies for tbe Iraqi chil- 
dren. 

A GUVS spokesman said that 
the funds would be used to buy 
medicine and medical equipment 
to be sent to the Iraqi children 
along with other relief supplies 
organised by GUVS. 

The Little Hands, founded by 
GUVS in 1986, groups 30 chil- 
dren willing to carry out volun- 
tary work. Their work is super- 
vised and organised by 15 women 
volunteers. 

Another group raising funds 
and collecting in-kind assistance 
for Iraq js the Arab Emergency 
Health Committee (AEHC). 
which Monday announced that it 
received donations of medicine 
and medical equipment for Iraq 
from the humanitarian group 
Medians sans Fronneres." 

A statement here said that a 
team of doctors and nurses from 
"Medians sans Frontieres," ar- 
rived in Amman Monday on their 
way to Iraq to offer volunteer 
medical services to tbe victimised 
Iraqi people. 


AMMAN (J.T. j — The National 
Speech and Hearing Centre at the 
Ministry of Health Monday 
opened a tour-day training semi- 
nar for doctors employed by 
health centres in Jordan to orient 
them on means of detecting early 
hearing difficulties among chil- 
dren. 

Manal Hamzeh, a clinical au- 
diologist and the centre’s direc- 
tor, said that the audience would 
be lectured on the various hear- 
ing and communicating problems 
encountered by children and 
ways to prevent hearing impair- 
ments in children. 

Mrs. Hamzeh said that the 
seminar was one of two stages 
aimed at preparing the doctors, at 
the national level, to assume the 
responsibility of early detecting 
hearing problems in children. 

The National Speech and 
Hearing Centre was opened in 
July 1988 to provide diagnostic 


services for people of all ages and 
with various degrees and types of 
hearing problems. 

In an earlier interview with tbe 
Jordan Times, Mrs. Hamzeh said 
that the range of hearing impair- 
ment problems in Jordan was 
large, and its effect on the future 
generations is considerable. 

In June last year the centre 
organised a meeting for 250 deaf 
adults, parents, professionals, 
teachers and government officials 
to discuss cooperation between 
parents and specialists in helping 
children cope with hearing diffi- 
culties. 

According to Mrs. Hamzeh, 
medical services for the hearing 
impaired are offered at hospitals 
and the private sector institu- 
tions. but the centre now offer* 
diagnostic services only because it 
is neither equipped nor staffed to 
do rehabilitation work. 
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Travel and travail 


TOURISM IN Jordan, like almost everywhere, was the first 
industry to suffer from the Gulf crisis. Thanks to the 
Western media, and Western armies and navies, die whole 
region was turned into a battlefield. No wonder European 
tourists, who would otherwise form the bulk of tourists 
landing for the Middle East’s fall and winter sun, could not 
make iL And the movement of Arab tourists, including 
Jordanian expatriates, was severely restricted as weB. But it 
is not only the Gulf crisis and the war that followed which 
hit our and others’ tourism industry. Recession in some 
Western countries, and certainly others in this part of the 
world, contributed to the decline. 

The issue now, however, is whether tourism can be 
revived, how quickly a rerival, even a pattern of growth, 
can be effected and what the driving forces behind such 
movement will be. 

The secretary general of the Ministry of Tourism was 
quoted recently as saying that Jordan’s “priority now is to 
see how to get Scandinavian charter flights bade.” Prior to 
the Gulf conflict, Scandinavian charters flew into Aqaba 
twice a week and in some months three times a week. He 
also said that the ministry was also courting Japanese and 
European tourists where “there is a great demand” for 
holidays in warmer parts of the world. Japan, Spain, 
Germany. Italy and other European countries are also being 
explored with a view to creating a steady source of tourism 
Co Che country. 

In order to appreciate the scale and impact of this 
industrial sector on Jordan’s economy, suffice to recall that 
in 1989, a bumper year for tourism in the country, more 
than 70,000 tourists arrived bringing with them badly 
needed hard currency earnings and generating employment 
for thousands of Jordanians. Tourism losses due to the Guff 
situation were pat at more Chan $250 million for 1990 alone. 
Yet officials in the tourism industry now speak confidently 
and optimistically about the future when Aqaba and other 
parts of the Kingdom can once again become a great 
attraction for sun worshippers and others. Urgent efforts 
arc being undertaken to recoup some of the losses to the tone 
of 30-40 per cent for the remaining season of the year. The 
years 1992 and beyond are already bring projected to 
surpass 1990 in toms of volume of tourists pouring into the 
country. 

Thor is therefore a cause to celebrate in the hope that the 
future bodes well for the country. When tourism, the most 
sensitive to political and military insecurity in the area, 
rebounds, there is every reason to believe that the other 
sectors of the Jordanian economy will likewise recover from 
the difficulties they had sustained because of the Kuwaiti 
conflict. The sooner the wheels of business and industry in 
(he country go into full gear, the faster complete national 
recovery would be attained. The government and business- 
men should realise that this is no time for timid economic 
policies but rather for ambitious, confident and aggressive 
fiscal and business policies from both the private and public 
sectors in order to put the country back to where it was on 
the eve or the Gulf conflict. With the country's foreign 
reserves hitting highest levels in years and the Jordanian 
currency maintaining its strength and resilience against 
hard currencies, there can be but one way for Jordan and its 
economy to move in and that is forward with full vigour and 
dedicated hard work. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

BY TRYING to force a humiliating set of conditions on Iraq 
through a U.N. Security Council resolution, the United States is 
practically still pursuing the war on that Arab country* in a manner 
far worse than the military action, said A1 Ra'i Arabic daily 
Monday. The U.S.-sponsored draft resolution being submitted to 
the council for approval is considered as very humiliating and 
insulting not only on Iraq but ot he whole of the Arab Nation, the 
paper said. The resolution offers food to the Iraq's in exchange 
for total humiliation and subjugation to the will of the U.S.- 
Zionist alliance, and it is a means for ensuring continued 
U.S. -Israeli hegemony over the Arab World, the paper noted. 
When the U.S. -Israeli alliance plotted to launch the war on Iraq it 
was never restoring Kuwait or liberating it from occupation, but 
rather in the service of the Zionists and the U.S. interests in the 
Gulf, the paper continued. For this reason the war is far from 
over. and the conflict is taking a different shape and different 
form. But. it said, millions of Arabs and Muslims who feel the 
looming danger can by no means remain passive, and they have 
all the right to protect their national interests and their dignity in 
the face of these conspiracies. 

A columnist in Sawt A1 Shaab daily Monday directs his readers 
attention to Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak who was the 
foremost Arab leader to oppose Iraq's take-over of Kuwait, and 
to support America's action in the Gulf. Arafat Hjjazi reminds the 
readers of Mubarak's opposition to the idea of linking the Gulf 
question with the Palestine problem as was sought by Iraq 
becasue. he said, he had received promises from Israel and the 
United States that the Palestine issue would be settled soon after 
the Gulf conflict. The writer also notes that this view was echoed 
by all the other Arab states which had aligned themselves behind 
Washington to fight Iraq. Now that Kuwait is liberated. Israel has 
not chanced its tune, neither has the United States taken any step 
towards resolving the Arab-lsraeli conflict, says the writer. He 
refers to recent U.S Official statements that Washington can by- 
no means impose solutions on Israel, and notes that the Arabs 
supporting Washington have been deceived by promises that are 
not being "honoured. Had the Arabs sided by Iraq in its endeavour 
to have the Palestine question resolved in return for the Iraqi 
troops’ withdrawal from Kuwait, and had the Arabs taken a 
firmer stand in the face of U.S. -Israeli threats, the picture would 
have been different, says Hijazi. 



Kuwait is fractured society with too many guns 


By Paul Taylor 

Reuter 

KUWAIT — Liberated Kuwait is 
a fractured society in which old 
divisions and fresh grievances, 
combined with a surfeit of uncon- 
trolled guns, could threaten poli- 
tical stability, diplomats and local 
analysts say. 

“Kuwait was a divided society 
before the Iraqi invasion, but it is 
even more so now,” said a 
Palestinian political scientist who 
lived through the seven-month 
Iraqi occupation. 

The main new rift is between 
the third of Kuwaiti citizens who 
endured and in some cases re- 
sisted the occupation, and the 
two-thirds who were abroad — 
including the ruling A1 Sabah 
family and the entire govern- 
ment. 

“All the different groups — the 
big merchant families, the 
Shi'ites. the bedouin (stateless), 
the Palestinians and other non- 
Kuwaitis — were held together 
by affluence. Enough money 
trickled down to keep everyone 


happy," a western diplomat said. 

“Now there is less money, 
there are more grudges and lots 
of people have guns," he said. 

Before Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein sent his tanks rolling into 
the il defended, oil-rich emirate 
last Aug. 2, the Sabahs were 
feeing a campaign by democracy 
activists to restore parliament, 
dissolved in 1986. 

The invasion postponed that 
debate without resolving it. 
Crown Prince Saad AI Abdullah 
A1 Sabah, the prime minister, has 
promised parliamentary elections 
once security is restored and the 
country rebuilt. Other ministers 
have spoken of a vote within a 
year. ‘ 

The struggle over sharing poli- 
tical power has only just begun. It 
remains to be seen whether the 
traditional diwaniyah system, 
where men from the leading fami- 
lies debate issues at evening dis- 
cussion circles until a consensus 
emerges, will be able to heal the 
wounds. 

An increasingly ■ outspoken 
opposition is seizing on public 


anger at the government’s failure 
to quickly restore basic services 
and taking advantage of media 
attention and sympathy in the 
allied countries which liberated 
Kuwait. It is now openly ques- 
tioning the power of the Sabahs, 
who dominate government, the 
civil service and business. 

It is hard to gauge how far 
vociferous critics such as econom- 
ist Abdullah Nubari or academic 
Ahmad Bisbara reflea the views 
of ordinary Kuwaitis. 

“You can’t have a democracy 
with privileged people in the 
cabinet. They have to appoint a 
Sabah even if he is good for 
nothing like the minister of de- 
fence or the minister of the in- 
terior," Nubari told Reuters in an 
interview. 

“Basically they (the Sabahs) 
don’t want to concede power. 
They find any encroachment of 
their power dangerous and they 
will use the security forces to stop 
it," he said. 

Some diplomats believe weal- 
thy Kuwaitis care more about the 
inconvenience of having no wa- 


ter, electricity, telephones and 
fresh food than about democracy 
and press freedom. 

But the liberal opposition is not 
the only group vying for more 
power. The Slii’ite Muslim com- 
munity which makes up more 
than a thir d of Kuwait's estimated 
650,000 citizens played a major 
part in resistance to the Iraqi 
invaders and wants a bigger share 
of the pie. 

Although Sbi'ite's make up a 
significant part of the army and 
police officer corps and the mid- 
dle management of banks and the 
oil industry, tbey say they are 
excluded from top jobs because 
tbeir political loyalty is suspected 
by the Sabahs. 

Concern among Kuwait's Sun- 
ni M uslim elite grew after the 
1979 Shi’ite Islamic revolution in 
Iran, with which many Kuwaiti 
Shi'ites have family ties. The re- 
sistance and the chaos of the last 
days of the Gulf war has left 
many guns in Shi'ite hands. 

“As a Shi’ite, 1 feel there is a 
glass ceiling against which I keep 
bumping my head. 1 can see the 


people higher up but I can't reach 
them because of religion," said a 
young oil company executive. 

Sunni fundamentalists in the 
Muslim Brotherhood and the 
Salafi'in Movement are also seek- 
ing a reward for their role in the 
resistance. 

The security forces are a key 
factor of uncertainty in postwar 
Kuwait. ■ Some diplomats and 
opposition figures say they fear 
the country could end up with 
several rival militias. 

Stateless bedouins, known as 
bedoun (literally “without") made 
up much of the army, police and 
security service, including many 
non-co mmissi oned officers, be- 
fore the invasion. 

Bat partly because many be- 
doun were of Iraqi tribal origin, 
the restored regime does not trust 
them any more. Bedoun report- 
ing for work at army and police 
headquarters have been told to 
go home. 

Kuwait is refusing to allow 
several hundred bedoun, includ- 
ing 'long-serving police and army 
officers, who were captured by 


Iraq and freed in the chaos at the 
end of the war. to return home. 

The government seems to be 
having trouble controlling ele- 
ments of the army and the resist- 
ance which have abducted, tor- 
tured and in some cases killed 
dozens of Palestinians suspected 
of having collaborated with the — 
Iraqis. 

Some Kuwaitis seem to have 
singled out the large Palestinian 
community — some 170,000 out 
of a prewar total of 400,000 — as 
a scapegoat either for their own 
impotence against the Iraqi army 
or for collective punishment be- 
cause of the pro-Iraqi stance of 
the PLO. 

So the world's wealthiest and 
most settled Palestinian commun- 
ity now lives in fear of attack or 
expulsion. 

While many Kuwaitis say 
Palestinians helped them survive 
under Iraqi rule, keeping hospit- 
als. banks and the oil industry 
r unni ng, others say they should 
all be expelled and replaced bv 
more plianr Asian or Egyptian? 
workers. 


Israel answers call for new 
thinking with old-style actions 


By Jack Redden 

Reuter 

TEL AVIV — Washington's call 
for “new thinking" by Israel has 
triggered a flurry of old-style 
activity by the right-wing govern- 
ment to pre-empt pressure for 
concessions to the Palestinians. 

The army announced early on 
Sunday it was expelling four 
Palestinians from the occupied 
Gaza Strip, terming them orga- 
nisers for the Fateh movement of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation. 

The United States has repe- 
atedly condemned as a breach of 
international law the policy of 
exiling residents of the occupied 
territories, last used in January 
after an 18-momh suspension. 

This was the latest in a series of 
signals since the Gulf war ended a 
month ago that Israel intends to 
take a hard line in U.S. efforts to 
orchestrate long-term peace in 
the Middle East. 

Combined with Syrian com- 
ments on Friday rejecting a U.S. 
plan to separate Israel's relations 
with other Arab states from the 
Palestinian problem, there is little 
sign of the move “from old think- 


ing to the new thinking'' advo- 
cated this month by U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker. 

Washington wants to pursue 
Arab-lsraeli peace on the basis of 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338, which call for 
Israel to withdraw from the occu- 
pied territory in exchange for 
guarantees of peace from its Arab 
neighbours. 

But the expulsion orders, as 
other recent acts, underline 
Israeli determination to exercise 
complete control in areas cap- 
tured in the 1967 Middle East war 
— the Golan Heights, the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank, includ- 
ing East Jerusalem. 

Housing Minister Ariel Sharon 
on Saturday called for extending 
Israeli law to large chunks of the 
occupied West Bank, the 
mechanism used previously to 
annex Arab East Jerusalem and 
the Golan Heights. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
has assured rightwing backers 
and the 10,000 Israelis who have 
settled on the Golan Heights 
since 1967 that it is part of Israel 
and he has no intention to negoti- 
ate a withdrawal. 


Shamir, who opposed the 1979 
agreement that returned the Sinai 
to Egypt in exchange for a peace 
treaty, has also repeated his long- 
held belief that the West Bank is 
part of Israel. 

The government vows that the 
1.75 million Pales tinian residents 
of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
in a revolt for independence for 
more than three years, will never 
win their own state. 

Sharon said his call for Israel to 
annex areas used by the 100,000 
Jews who have settled in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip was designed to “prevent 
the possibility" of a Palestinian 
state. 

Sharon, architect of the 1982 
invasion of Lebanon to smash the 
PLO, has accelerated an ambi- 
tious building programme in the 
occupied territories to make a 
withdrawal under U.S. pressure 
impossible. 

“Political dangers have caused 
us to hurry up,” he said last 
week, confirming plans to bmld 
13,000 new homes in the West 
Bank over the next two years. • 

The building shows not only a 
readiness to risk confrontation 
with the United States, but an 


open rejection of U.S. views. 
Only in February, the Israeli gov- 
ernment has assured Washington 
it planned no major building in 
the occupied territories. 

The apparent flouting of terms 
for a U.S. guarantee on $400 
million in hoosing loans for Israel 
indicates Shamir values the land 
above the need for U.S. fluids to 
resettle the million Soviet immig- 
rants expected to arrive in the 
first half of this decade. 

Even on his own proposal for 
giving limited self-rule to Palesti- 
nians living under occupation, 
Shamir has signalled as uncom- 
promising stance. 

The 75-year-old prime minister 
dismissed the possibility of talk- 
ing with any of the dozen Palesti- 
nians Baker consulted about 
peace talks during his post-Gulf 
war visit to the Jewish state two 
weeks ago. 

Shamir, whose own shadowy 
past as a nationalist terrorist in- 
volved bombings and assassina- 
tions, said the Palestinians were 
only representatives of the PLO 
“terrorist" organisation. One was 
the principal of an American- 
supported Quaker school. 


State vengeance and 
repression in Morocco 


Serious and wide-ranging human 
rights violations, including long- 
term imprisonment of prisoners 
of conscience, torture, unfair 
trials of political opponents, and 
“disappearances", have been 
committed in Morocco since the 
1960s, 

Supporters of legal opposition 
parties have frequently been tried 
and imprisoned for peacefully ex- 
pressing their views. Some have 
been in prison for over 15 years. 
"Disappearances” of political 
opponents were recorded from 
the 1960s to the 19S0s: many of 
them are till missing. Over 60 
military officers, imprisoned after 
attempts on the life of King Has- 
san II. were taken in 1973 to a 
secret detention centre: at least 
29 are said to have died as a result 
of inhuman conditions and the 
sentences of most of those still 
held have expired. 

On 14 December 1990 a one- 
day general strike was called by 
two major trade unions in sup- 
port of a number of economic and 
social demands, including a mini- 
mum wage and the right to strike. 
The unions asked their members 
to remain at home and not to 
demonstrate, but in some cities, 
such as Fes and Tanger. serious 
rioting broke out. Young people 
smashed cars and attacked shops 
and luxury hotels: the govern- 
ment said five people were killed 
but unofficial sources put the 
number of dead at between 50 
and over 100. Hundreds were 
attested: by mid-January 1991 
over 500 people had been sent- 
enced to prison terms of up to 15 
years. 

Gross violations of human 
rights continue. Prisoners of con- 
science and political prisoners are 
serving long sentences imposed 
after unfair trials. Incommunica- 
do garde a vue detention is still 
prolonged. Torture is wide- 
spread. 

These serious abuses violate 
international human rights 
treaties to which Morocco has 
committed itself. Despite repe- 
ated -representations to the 
Moroccan authorities by human 
rights organisations including AL 
and other international bodies, 
the government has yet to de- 


monstrate its commitment to 
these ideals. The time for action 
is long overdue. 

In the 1970s demonstrations 
against government policies were, 
met by police repression and 
widespread arrests. Hundreds of 
arrests among the armed forces 
followed attempted coups in 1971 
and 1972: some of those subse- 
quently sentenced to three years 
in prison remain in detention. 

Further arrests took place of 
alleged members of opposition 
groups. Many critics and oppo- 
nents of the government were 
brutally romired before being 
given summary trials and sent- 
enced to long terms of imprison- 
ment. 

Non-violent protests followed 
by violent reprisals continued in 
the 1980s. A general strike 
against price rises led to major 
confrontations between strikers, 
demonstrators and the security 
forces in June 1981. Hundreds of 
people were reported killed and 
around 2.000 arrested. 

In early 1984 a huge wave of 
protest spread across most of 
Morocco, precipitated by the 
government's announcement of 
price rises and drastic cuts in 
education services. The protests 
started in secondary schools and 
led to strikes in both schools and 
colleges. Mass student demon- 
strations were supported by other 
social groups, particularly the un- 
employed. 

Most of the demonstrations be- 
gan peacefully but were met by 
large-scale police repression, 
arrests and shootings. Officially. 
29 people died and 169 were 
wounded, but unofficial sources 
put the number of dead at more 
than 200 and alleged that several 
thousand were wounded. 

Repression was particularly se- 
vere in northern towns where 
thousands of people, most of 
them students, were arrested. At 
the same time, the, authorities 
rounded up those they regarded 
as political dissidents: many who 
had not even taken part in de- 
monstrations were detained be- 
cause of their past or suspected 
activities. Most were suspected of 
having left-wing sympathies, 
although several members of Isla- 


mic organisations were also de- 
tained. 

Over 1.500 of those arrested 
were eventually brought to trial. 
Many of the defendants alleged 
that they had been tortured while 
held in pre-trial detention in 
police stations or in secret deten- 
tion centres such as Derb Moulay 
Cherif in Casablanca. Most of 
those tried received up to five 
years' imprisonment, often after 
unfair trials. At least 1 10 of those 
sentenced are still in prison. 

In the waves of arrests and 
trials in the past 15 years, espe- 
cially in 1981 and 1984. two 
groups of people, in particular, 
have been targeted by the author- 
ities: members of Marxist orga- 
nisations and, more recently, 
those belonging to radical Islamic 
groups. A third group singled out 
for repression are people of 
Western Saharan origin (Sahra- 
wis), who were suspected of sup- 
porting the armed opposition, the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Seguia A! Hamra and Rio de 
Oro (Polisario Front): Al be- 
lieves that hundreds of Sahrawis 
have “disappeared”. The Polisar- 
io Front and the government 
have been at war since Morocco 
annexed the Western Sahara in 
1975. 

Many human rights violations 
have taken place within the con- 
text of the use and abuse of the 
Moroccan legal system. This re- 
mains the situation today. Vague- 
ly worded laws on demonstra- 
tions and public assembly have 
been repeatedly invoked to im- 
prison people involved in non- 
violent protests. In 1984, for ex- 
ample, they were used to sent- 
ence people allegedly involved in 
anti-government demonstrations: 
five years later, in 1989, students 
said to have been involved in 
protests at university campuses 
were jailed uhder such laws for 
periods ranging from four months 
to 10 years. 

Other laws, regulating associa- 
tions, the holding Of meetings, 
4 he press, and membership of 
illegal organisations, have been 
used to imprison prisoners of 
conscience. Hundreds of people 
.have been arrested and sent to 
prison under these provisions in 


the past 30 years, particularly 
members of left-wing groups 
opposed to the monarchy, and 
advocates of self-determination 
for the Western Sahara, such as 
members of Ila’l Amam, For- 
ward. an illegal Marxist group, 
and those allegedly belonging to 
Islamic associations such as al- 
Jami’ at al Khayriyya, the Charit- 
able Association (also known as 
al-'Adl w’aDtsao, Justice and 
Charity). 

Real or suspected opponents of 
the government have frequently 
been subjected to physical and 
psychological torture or ill-treat- 
ment, particularly while held in- 
communicado for long periods in 
pre-trial garde & vue detention. 

Garde & vue detention allows 
the police to detain suspects for 
interrogation without referring 
their cases promptly to the judici- 
ary and without giving detainees 
access to lawyers and relatives. 

In addition, arrest dates are 
frequently falsified on official 
documents by police officers — 
most notably on the detainee's 
statement to the police (pro- 
ems verbal). Detainees are often 
forced to sign these statements, 
which can then be used as evi- 
dence in any subsequent trial. 
This is done apparently to con- 
ceal the length of time detainees 
have been held and. on occasion, 
to cover up the extent to which 
they may have been subjected to 
torture or coercion. 

The fact that Moroccan law 
allows for an accused person to 
be sentenced to up to five years' 
imprisonment solely on the basis 
of an uncorroborated confession 
contained in a statement to the 
police appears actively to invite 

— perhaps even to incite — the 
security forces to torture or ill- 
treat detainees. 

The most common methods 
they use include beatings with 
fists, whips or sticks; falaqa — 
beating on the soles of the feet 
with a stick, often while the vic- 
tim is suspended; suspension in 
contorted positions tied to a pole 

— known as the "aeroplane" 
(Tayion, al-tayyara) and the “par- 
rot" (le perroquet) or “chicken" 

(Continued on page 5) 


LETTERS 

Organise, Organise 


To the Editor 

An open letter to 
the Palestinian people 

. -a 

I am an American woman writing in support of the liberation of 
Palestine. I must admit that for many years I believed that Israel 
had a right to create a state in Palestine, but now, because I am 
better informed, I can no longer agree with what is happening in 
the occupied territories. 

Several hundred years ago, Europeans began migrating to the North 
American continent, hi spite of the native Indians' prior claim to 
the land, the white men began to settle upon it. They built homes 
and fortresses and protected themselves with superior weapons. 
Whenever the Indians objected to this robbery of their living? 
space and bunting grounds, fighting would break out. Because the 
white man thought he was superior and had a right to the land, the 
Indians were looked upon as nuisances, “animals" who stood in 
the way of progress. They were called liars, thieves, and 
murderers. If the Indians killed the whites, they were condemned 
as being "savages" who massacred defenseless woman and 
children. Soon, so many Europeans immigrated to America, that 
the Indians wre pushed out of their homeland. Those who weren't 
killed were put in concentration camps and left to suffer and 
starve. These once proud and beautiful people were reduced to a 
state of living in conditions no human being should have to bear. 
In American history, we call the shameful policy of that period 
Manifest Destiny. 

The average American today 1 bears the weird “Palestinian'’ and 
equates it with terrorism. Americans do not understand the 
history of the Palestinian people. They have a vague idea about 
the 1948 partition by the U.N. and a limited knowledge of the 
politics of the region. What they have a very clear idea about is all 
the anti-American sentiment, the burning of our flags and effigies 
of our presidents in' demonstrations, the hijackings of airlines, 
the murders and kidnappings, and all the other things done out of 
the frustration of trying to liberate Palestine: What the Palesti- 
nians do not seem to understand, and take advantage of, is the fact that 
most American people believe that Palestine should be liberated. 
You may not really care what the Americans think, but the reality 
is that we can influence and bring pressure on our government! 
and help force the Israelis to the bargaining table. But. who* 
should come to the bargaining table to represent the Palestinians? 

It is difficult for me to take Mr. Arafat seriously while he flies 
around in fancy jets and lives in expensive hotels. I don’t know if 
he is a good leadeT or not. I'm not even sure what the PLO 
represents, so often have its policies and tactics changed; but, let 
me ask one question. Has the PLO gotten the Palestinians their 
land back? After all this time the only change is that now many 
who would support you believe the propaganda that the PLO is a 
terrorist organisation with whom they will not negotiate. 

America is the Great Satan. Saddam Hussein in a war criminal. 
■Yasser Arafat is a terrorist. George Bush is a warmonger. 
Propaganda and counter-propaganda. Blood and more blood. 
Where is the voice of Palestine asking for justice and her rightful 
homeland? Her voice cannot be heard above the angry shouts and 
accusations and c alls for revenge. If what you and your 
leaders have been doing is not working, perhaps there is another 
way. Civil disobedience. 

Tfrere have been at least two great social movements in this 
century based on non-violence. Ghandi passively resisted the* 
British and encouraged his people to defy authority by organising 
the people, refusing to work, closing their shops, striking! 
demonstrating peacefully, and calling for the British to leavl. 
Eventually, they did. Why? Because of world support for the 
people of India to govern their own land. In the 1960s in America, 
GhandftfwH ° Tg f^ U ? e . i . r ?*°P le in much the same way as 

S^had 2 ghts . an J d ec * uaJit y ^ore the law. 
They had freedom marches and earned signs asking for an end to 

racial prejudice, to be treated with dignity*! and for their riS u 

^ n ^ir a SL S °hSr ha r t h fnl Wh!te 13601)16 did such thfogs as 
bum their homes, beat them unmercifully, kill them and 

in other renible ways, but the blacks persisted in 

do you continue to play their g^ne'’ 

more conservative aAd more Jew ^2^- ba ? m T 

they will find a wav m Jews 001116 to live in Israel, 

disobey them. Do not go to fo^eTh?"^^ T 

products for them. Do not trade in [hdrTho^ W 

and peacefully for your freedom 5*31 SE Marc J. 

advantage. Let the world see ' the ? med,atoyour 

upon you. Stop showing y^r facL T,, ^ 

success be the best revenge. I hoSfffiS * nge J and hat T ed - 

begins to hear the voice of Palestin?*! **** &oon the worid 
01 nUestine - I. for one, am with you. 


Respectfully 
Myra Byanka 

6932 Greenville Ave„ # 
Dallas, 

Texas, 

USA 7S231 
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King 

(Continued from page 1) 

Syrian oil (see page 3). 

Jordan began importing oil and 
other derivatives from Damascus 
in January to replace supplies n 
bad previously received from 
Iraq. 

Foreign Minister Taher Al 
Masri visited Libya, Algeria and 
Tunisia at the weekend as part of 
a North African tour for consulta- 
tions with other Arab countries. 
He was also scheduled to visit 
Syria. 

Resolution 

(Co nt inued from page 1) 

“This would be pan of a head- 
quarters unit. It would not be 
ground forces, nor would it be the 
command headquarters itself,” 
he said, 

Mr. Fitzwater said both the 
United States and its allies were 
interested in having some plan- 
ning staff located in the Gulf 
permanently. 

He said be did not know how 
many staff officers were involved 
but that “we’re clearly just talk- 
ing a few hundred.” 

Though small, the presence 
would provide the United States 
a bigger foothold in the region in 
the aftermath of the Gulf war. 

The White House denied a 
New York Times report that said 
Defence Secretary Dick Cheney 
and General Colin Powell, chair- 
man of the Pentagon Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, wanted to base per- 
manently about 3,000 troops in 
Saudi Arabia. 

The United States has said 
repeatedly it would withdraw en- 
tirely from Saudi Arabia and was 
not seeking a permanent pre- 
sence in that country, which has 
been host to mnch of the Amer- 
ican military buildup for the Gulf 
war. 

“The Pentagon says that those 
reports are not correct, that they 
do not want to have a permanent 
force there, that the policy re- 
mains that we do not want any 
permanent ground forces there.” 
Mr. Fitzwater said. 

He said the only discussions he 
was aware of with the Saudis 
involved joint training exercises 
in which U.S. forces would leave 
once the exercises end. 

Turkish President Turgut Ozal 
said in a U.S. television interview 
on Monday that he saw no need 
for a permanent presence of U.5. 
ground troops in the Gulf area. 

Mr. Fitzwater also played 
down a report that said, U.S. 
army heavy armoured units drove 
north 95 kilometres to the Eup- 
hrates River Valley in a major 
repositioning. 

The spokesman said armoured 
dements of the U.S. VII Corps 
had simply replaced units of the 
U.S. 82nd airborne division so 
that they might go home. 

“There's no new forces moving 
north," he said. He said the 
purpose of keeping forces in 
southern Iraq was to “maintain a 
presence until we get a perma- 
nent -ceasefire.” 

Attacks 

(Continued from page 1) 


jahedeen’s National Liberation 
Army (NLA) had repelled an 
attack Sunday on NLA positions 
on tiie Halaran heights to the 
north of Jalula without suffering 
any casualties. 

The Mujahedeen has accused 
Tehran of sending heavily armed 
Revolutionary Guards into Iraq 
to attack its bases under cover of 
the Iraqi rebellion. 

The Mujahedeen, an under- 
ground movement formed in 
1970, was outlawed soon after the 
1979 Islamic Revolution. 

The Ir anian daily Jumhuri Isla- 
nd said Monday the Iranian par- 
liament held a special session 
Sunday to discuss the Iraqi rebel- 
lion, the Iranian news agency 
IRNA said. 

It said the parliament heard a 
report on the rebellion from 
Mohammad Baker Al Hakim, 
head of the Tehran-based Sup- 
reme Council for the Islamic Re- 
volution in Iraq. It expressed its 
support for the Iraqi rebels. 

Iraqi rebels said meanwhile the 
Iraqi government launched a 
wave of air attacks Monday 
against rebel-held areas in north- 
ern Iraq. 

A Kurdish opposition group 
appealed for help from the Un- 
ited States, saying bombers and 
helicopters killed or wounded 
many people in three raids 
against Kirkuk and the neigh- 
bouring city of Dhonk. 

Threatening to shoot down Ira- 
qi warplanes, Washington has 
warned Baghdad against air 
Attacks on rebels as a breach of a 
tem p or a ry ceasefire after the six- 
week GuJf war. 

The early-mprning air raids 
were claimed by the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan. 

Iraq says its forces^ have 
crushed the rebellion in the 
southern plains, although rebels 
reported renewed clashes Mon- 
day with hit-and-run surprise 
attacks against government forces 
in several cities. 


Kurdish guerrillas in a parallel 
insurgency apparently control 
much of the mountainous north. 

The Kurds, a community that 
has sought autonomy for de- 
cades, captured Kirkuk and other 
dries of a northern oil region 
after fierce fighting noth Iraqi 
troops last week. 

Rebels attacked a Kirkuk sub- 
urb and took 12 Sooth Korean 
engineers and construction work- 
ers, according to a PtJK spokes- 
man quoted by the Iranian news 
agency IRNA. 

He said Kurdish forces Sunday 
attacked a garrison protecting the 
Hyundai company staff and 
cleared foe she without major 
resistance. 

The South Koreans were 
“transferred away from the battle 
scene,” the agency said. 

The entire province of Dhouk, 
as well as its capital of the same 
name, and nearby towns, are now 
controlled by “popular forces,” 
according to the Syrian news 
agency SANA, quoting a senior 
member of the Kurdistan Demo- 
cratic Party. 

India has protested the firing 
last week by Iraqi embassy offi- 
cials on a group of demonstra- 
tors, a Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said in New Delhi Monday. 

Iraqi Ambassador Abdul 
Wadood Al Sheikhly was sum- 
moned to the Foreign Ministry 
Saturday, a day after a group of 
Muslim demonstrators were 
allegedly fired upon from inride 
the embassy compound in New 
Delhi, the spokesman said. 

He said a government inquiry 
into the incident revealed that 
some shots were fired from inside 
the Iraqi embassy at a group of 
anti-Iraq demonstrators. 

The firing provoked the de- 
monstrators into throwing stones 
at the embassy building, the 
spokesman added. 

He did not say if the shots were 
fired by diplomats or other em- 
ployees of the embassy. 

The Iraqi News Agecny said 
later life was normal in Karbala. 
Vice-President Taha Yassin 
Ramadan toured the Karbala 
area on Monday and called for 
efforts to repair damage done by 
saboteurs, it reported. 

He told a meeting attended by 
Ba ghdad and local officials “that 
the anarchy, sabotage, and loot- 
ing being done by the misguided 
are aimed at implementing the 
enemies* plots...,” INA said. 

The agency said Mr. Ramadan 
toured Karbala Govemorate and 
saw that people were leading 
normal lives “while enjoying 
security and tranquilBty.” . 


Arafat 

(Continued from page I) 

question and coordinate estab- 
lishment of a confederation with 
Jordan after Israel withdrew from 
the occupied territories. 

He predicted Israel would re- 
ject his elections plan. Israel, 
which refuses to talk to the FLO, 
proposed in 1989 Palestinian elec- 
tions to choose negotiators only 
on limited self-rule in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
has tried to find an alternative 
local leadership to' bypass the 
FLO. 

The Palestine National Council 
has more than 400 delegates rep- 
resenting Palestinian guerrilla 
groups, trade unions and profes- 
sional associations abroad. 

The residents of the occupied 
territories have not been able to 
fill the 180 seats reserved for 
them, partly because of Israeli 
travel restrictions. Palestinians do 


not publidy admit being mem- 
bers of the PNC for fear of arrest. 

Hanna Siniora, editor of Al 
Fajr. winch supports the PLO, 
endorsed Mr. JaraTs initiative in 
a separate column Monday. 

Mr. Jarai said the proposal 
would provide a mechanism for 
the Palestinian initiative of 1988 
which called for Palestinian- 
Israeh peace talks under interna- 
tional auspices. 

It was the latest in a series of 
Palestinian ideas to renew di- 
plomatic efforts and a dialogue 
with the United States, halted last 
year after a foiled PLO raid. Ties 
with Washington worsened over 
foe FLO's support of Iraq in foe 
Gulf war. 


‘Holdings’ 

(Continued from page 1) 

- Kuwaiti assets. 

The CBS report, quoting Mr. 
Kroll, said Iraq had moved some 
of its money to circumvent a 
freeze on overseas accounts. 

Patrick Grayson, European 
director of Kroll Associates, told 
BBC radio Monday that the com- 
pany was retained by Kuwaiti 
government and the State De- 
partment's office of foreign asset 
control to lay the groundwork for 
reparations from Iraq. 

“We have studied literally hun- 
dreds of companies, structures 

and organisations (and) we 

have managed to identify a dis- 
tinct partem of creaming off com- 
missions that have found their 
way back to entities that are 
identified as deariy linked to 
Saddam Hussein and the reg- 
ime.” 

Mr. Grayson said they agreed 
to publicy disclose Mr. Kroll’s 
findings because, “it has reached 
a stage now when some of the 
subject banks and other financial 
institutions could be brought 
under pressure by onr clients to 
cooperate to a greater degree 
than they have done hitherto.” 

Kroll Associates discovered the 
holdings included an 8.4 per cent 
stake, or about S64 mini on, in 
Hachette, which publishes 
“Elle,” “Car and Driver ” “Road 
and Track,” and “Women’s 
Day,” CBS and the Financial 
Tunes reported. 

Mr. Kroll was quoted as saying 
his agency found documents 
showing the Hachette share 
purchases started in 1981 with a 
one per cent acquisition by Mon- 
tana Carp., a Panamanian-based 
holding company with Iraqi direc- 
tors. 

Mo ntana management was set 
up by Barzan Ibrahim, President 
Saddam’s half brother, the Finan- 
cial Times quoted an Iraqi official 
as saying. The official was not 
identified in the story. 

Mr. Ibrahim is Iraq’s former 
security chief and now its perma- 
nent representative to the U.N.- 
Conference on Human Rights, 
based in Geneva. The CBS report 
claimed Mr. Ibr ahim oversees 
President Saddam's international 
financial network. 

Mr. Kroll was quoted as saying 
Kroll Associates had found “at 
least three other major European 
companies” that have Iraqi share- 
holders through Iraqi-controlled 
holding companies. 

Sharon 

(Continued from page 1) 

osed actions,” Israeli U.N. repre- 
sentative Yoram Aridor said in a 
letter to Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar. 

The secretary general sent a 
note earlier this month to signa- 



A woman collapses with grief outside the house of a prisoner who Two prisoners have been on hunger-strike for over five yea rs 
died during a hunger-strike In 1984. Political prisoners have (photo by Hashi Liberation Gamma » 
launched a series of hunger-strikes in protest at harsh conditions. 


State vengeance and repression in Morocco 


tories of the convention, which 
binds 164 countries and deals 
with the protection of civilians in 
time of war, asking their views on 
bolding such a meeting. 

The note stemmed from a 
unanimous Security Council re- 
solution on Dec.20 asking Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar to make urgent 
new efforts to monitor and 
observe the situation of Palesti- 
nians living in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

The resolution was the third 
critical of Israel since Israeli 
police killed over 20 Palestinians 
during a protest in Jerusalem 
Oct. 8. 

Defence Minister Moshe Arens 
called on the Israeli public Mon- 
day to use their military skills and 
personal firearms to foil attacks. 

Police Minister Roni Milo has 
said he will seek approval from 
foe cabinet on Wednesday to ban 
Palestinian bachelors from enter- 
ing Israel. 

Mr. Arens told reporters that 
increased public awareness was 
needed to stem the attacks. 

“We are dealing with a sizeable 
group of people who have no 
regard whatesover for human 
life,” Mr. Arens said. 

He added: “We have a public, 
part of which is trained (by the 
army), some who carry side arms, 
and therefore I think there is a 
high probability an armed person 
will be present during such an 
attack who will know to deal with 
the attacker. 

Military service is mandatory 
for all Israeli Jews. Men serve 
three years on active duty, then 
are responsible for reserve duty 
until age 50. Women spend two 
years on active, and some have 
reserve obligations until age 25. 

U.N. call 

Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar called on Israel Mon- 
day to reconsider its latest expul- 
sion decision, saying this was a 
violation of the Geneva conven- 
tion on the protection of civilians. 

“The secretary general has 
learned with deep concern about 
the deportation orders issued 
against four Palestinian residents 
of the occupied Gaza Strip,” a 
U.N. spokesman said in a pre- 
pared statement. 

“He calls on the Israeli author- 
ities to reconsider the decision, 
which is contravention of Article 
49 of the Fourth Geneva Conven- 
tion”. 

“At a time when efforts are 
under way to revive the peace 
process in the Middle East, the 
secretary general hopes that all 
sides will refrain from acts that 
can serve only to heighten tension 
in the area and undermine the 
confidence that is so essential to 
positive dialogue and the start of 
an effective negotiating process,” 
the statement concluded. 

The newly-appointed commis- 
sioner general of the U.N. Relief 
and Work Agency for Palestine 
Refugees (UNRWA), liter Turk- ‘ 
men, expressed regret at the 
planned Israeli action, saying ex- 
pressed regret at the planned 
Israeli action, saying two of the 
Gazans, whom he did not iden- 
tify, were employees of his agen- 
cy. 

“We deeply regret that Israel is 
continuing with Its policy of ex- 
pelling Palestinians,” he told a 
news conference scheduled be- 
fore the expulsions were 
announced. 

"We expect the government of 
Israel to refrain from carrying out 
these orders,” he said. 

Mr. Turkmen said the Gulf 
crisis bad added a “new tragic 
dimension to the plight of the 
Palestinians.” Of some 350,000 
who worked in Kuwait befor the 
crisis, an estimated 150,000 fled, 
main ly to Jordan, leaving behind 

jobs and careers. 
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(aifarrukh); being hanged from 
the ceiling by the wrists with just 
the toes touching the ground, or 
by the ankles upside-down: im- 
mersion of the head in buckets of 
water, urine or excrement; and 
the application of electric shocks 
to sensitive parts of the body. 

In addition, detainees have re- 
peatedly been kept manacled for 
long periods, subjected to threats 
against their own and their rela- 
tives’ lives, and deprived of sleep. 
Members uf the security forces 
appear to be able to commit such 
torture without any fear of admi- 
nistrative reprisals. 

In some secret detention cen- 
tres, such as Derb Moulay Cbcrif in 
Casablanca, political detainees 
are tortured and ill-treated as a 
matter of routine. 

Convicted political prisoners 
have also been beaten and ill- 
treated in various prisons 
throughout Morocco- Many have 
been confined in small, damp, 
windowless cells to the detriment 
of their health, and denied 
adequate medical treatment. 
Since the 1970s political prisoners 
have launched a series of hunger- 
strikes. sometimes unlimited and 
resulting in deaths, in protest at 
these inhuman conditions. 

Unfair trials 

During the trial of seven stu- 
dent activists in 1989 at Oujda. 
one of the defendants, Ahmed Al 
Azzouzi. took off his blood- 
stained shirt to show the court 
injuries to his back. He alleged 
that he had received these as a 
result of torture sustained in 
police detention. 

The judge, however, refused to 
allow him to be examined by a 
forensic doctor: ignoring the de- 
fendant's evidence, the judge said 
that the wounds could have been 
self-inflicted. After a summary 
trial, all seven students were con- 
victed of participating in illegal 
demonstrations and jailed for 18 
months. 

Such reports of unfair trials 
have been received from Moroc- 
co for many years. Procedures 
observed during political trials 
have consistently contravened in- 
ternational standards for fair 
trial. 

The laws under which political 
prisoners have been tried are so 
broadly framed that many have 
been convicted and sometimes 


given long jail sentences for no- 
thing more than the non-violent 
expression of their political be- 
liefs. 

Hundreds of political trials 
have been held in Morocco sn the 
past 30 years. At least 400 politic- 
al prisoners, including prisoners 
of conscience, remain in jail. 
Most of these trials have violated 
internationally accepted stan- 
dards for fair trial. Many defen- 
dants were sentenced after unfair 
trials. Several were convicted 
solely on the basis of confessions 
extracted under torture while 
they were held incommunicado in 
garde & vue detention. 

Rights of defence have been 
severely restricted, sometimes to 
the point where defence lawyers 
have withdrawn in protest. De- 
fendants have been harassed and 
prevented from calling witnesses 
to testify to their innocence, and 
have been convicted solely on the 
basis of uncorroborated state- 
ments to the police, as is permit- 
ted under Moroccan law. 

Many political trials have been 
conducted in a manner which 
mocks the principle of presump- 
tion of innocence guaranteed 
under Morocco's Criminal Proce- 
dure Code and belies any claims by 
the courts to judicial independ- 
ence. The accused have often 
been treated so badly in court 
that there was no question of 
them receiving a fair hearing. 

Torture 

Derb Moulay Cherif detention 
centre in Casablanca is well 
known to political detainees in 
Morocoo. Here, torture and ill- 
treatment of prisoners lakes place 
as a matter of routine, either to 
extract information or confess- 
ions, or as a means of intimida- 
tion. 

A political detainee tried in 
February 1986 described what 
had happened to him in Derb 
Moulay Cherif: 

“They started off with psycho- 
logical torture — 'you will talk 
even if we have to kill you'. They 
slapped and kicked me all over 
while I was blindfold. Next day I 
experienced my first physical tor- 
ture (the ‘aeroplane’) for about 
30 minutes. 

“Then I was questioned. ... 
That evening, they cried another 
torture (the ‘parrot’) ... and they 


stifled me* with rags and their 
hands until I nearly passed out." 

Torture of political detainees 
has also been reported frequently 
in other detention centres, in- 
cluding Fes. Oujda, Tan get and 
Tetouan. A detainee in Oujda 
police station wrote in 19S6: 

"1 was handcuffed and had my 
feet bound. 1 was blindfold and 
put in the 'parrot’ position. Then 
they tortured me in three ways: 
giving me electric shocks on the 
sensitive pans ot my body: with 
falaqa and blows with a special 
hose pipe; and by being choked 
and having dirty water poured in 
my mouth and up my nose." 

Several people have died in 
custody in circumstances suggest- 
ing that they had been tortured or 
ill-treated. ' 

One such case involved Amine 
Tahani, a 29-vear-old engineer 
and an official of the National 
Union of Engineers. He was 
arrested in October 1985 and 
shortly after admitted to Aver- 
roes Hospital where he died. He 
had been an asthmatic since 
childhood and his death was said 
by the authorities to have been 
caused by an acute asthma attack. 

‘Disappearances* 

Hundreds of people have “dis- 
appeared’' in custody in Morocoo 
since the 1960s. Most of them 
“disappeared" before 19S7. and 
the majority are of Western 
Saharan origin. However, at least 
100 Moroccan nationals have 
allegedly “disappeared" in the 
past 30 years, including suspected 
political opponents of the govern- 
ment. 

Some of the “disappeared" 
have been released after years in 
incommunicado detention with- 
out trial or charge. Eight students 
and others who “disappeared" in 
1976 and 1977 were held for eight 
years in secret detention centres 
in Casablanca before being freed. 

Hundreds of people from the 
south of Morocco and the West- 
ern Sahara are believed to have 
“disappeared" between 1975. 
when the former Spanish Sahara 
was annexed, and I9S7. They are 
rhougth to have been arrested by 
the security forces and held in 
secret jails. 

victims include the very old and 
very young, although students 
and educated Sahrawis have been 
particularly targeted. Sometimes 


whole families have "dis- 
appeared". Protest against "dis- 
appearance" in the Western 
Sahara m muted for fear of simi- 
lar treatment. 

Nearly all SahrawU held in 
prolonged detention without tnaS 
for political reason* have been 
detmed normal legal processes. 
In all cases, reports suggest that 
the victims or their families were 
suspected by the authorities of 
supporting the Polisurio Front. 

Only one group of Sahrauis, 
the so-called “Mcknes Group" of 
26 people, mainly students, is 
known to have been brought be- 
fore a judge for alleged sym- 
pathies with the Pohsanv Front. 
They were convicted in Wall of 
conspiracy to change the system 
of government and sentenced to 
up to five years’ imprisonment. 

Death penalty 

Although no death sentences 
have been carried out since 1982, 
Ahmed Khiari has been facing 
execution for more than 18 years. 
He was condemned to death in 
1972. at the age of 39, for assassi- 
nating Monadi Brahim, a police 
• informer. He was an active meni- 
. -ber of the resistance against the 
s. French before independence and 
later joined the National Union 
of Popular Forces (UNFPl. 

He is not the only prisoner in 
Morocco who has suffered years 
of torment in expectation of 
death. Of the 147 prisoners on 
death row in Keniira Central 
Prison, two have been there since 
the 1960s. Fifteen are held for 
political offences?; some may be 
prisoners of conscience. Most 
were sentenced after unfair trials. 

Under the Penal Code the 
death penalty is applicable for at 
least 30 crimes. It is currently 
retained as punishment for crimes 
including premeditated murder, 
murder in the course of other 
crimes parricide, armed robbery, 
arson, and certain crimes against 
the internal and external security 
of the state and public order, 
including treason, damaging ter- 
ritorial unity in time of war, and 
taking up arms for. or inciting, 
civil war. 

The death penalty is also pro- 
vided for under the Code of 
Military Justice for crimes such as 
desertion to the enemy. It is 
mandatory for attempts on the 
life of the king. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Mai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

MnwairbiraUla 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

TeL 939968 




4 Rent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or unfur-[ 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are! 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

bdon n Real 


[TeL 810605, 810600, 
fax: 810520, 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 



Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 
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AUTHENTK 
CHINESE i 
CUISIN E 
elegant 
colorful atmosphere 
moderate pfjew 

shenii»m_itl :6602&J 
iclweo on monduysj 


' CHEN’S N 
.CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
I Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and ger:- 

* JUMBO phot* 
sixm 30% largmr 

* Frmm maimrgm- 

mmot 20 x 30 can 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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Amman's 
exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumesjightei 

watches,pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
-crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bant 
Tel. 669 457 
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YOUR ONLY WAY 
For Your First Class Cargo 
Our Fast Class Service 

8®nLfflm£lAlf Cargo Specialists 


Can Now. 819560 - 819690 
Fox : 9626-619683 
Tlx . 22100 2WA JO 
* OR 



Write To: P.O.Box 12 
AMMAN - JORDAN 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11 .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:6595l9 659520 




The First Class Hotel In 

i\ 


Amman that has a 



Kitchenette in every 

i/— 

The Regency Palace Hold 


room...! 


IIAIfflTEL 

PRESS 

CENTER 


||j£<|I|IS 


Amman -Tel. 668193 

Facilities 

. h 


P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 


Exoatrlates and 
Businessmen 
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alian spotlight shifts to Sampdoria 


By Reuters 


ITALIAN soccer is starting to 
take less notice of AC Milan's 
much-publicised problems and 
wondering instead if league lend- 
ers Sampdoria can last the pace. 

A Marco van Basten goal 
earned AC Milan a 1-0 win over 
local rivals Intemazionale to 
boost the European champions 
after their European Cup 
quarter-final defeat by Marseille. 

But, in an equally important 
result. Sampdoria stretched their 
lead over Inter to three points 
with a 4-1 win over Napoli, 
although their Yugoslav coach 
Vujadin Boskov is far from com- 
placent. 

"There are still eight games to 
play, all of them difficult begin- 
ning with our derby game 
(against Genoa) next Saturday.'* 
said Boskov. 

AC Milan President Silvio Ber- 
lusconi has meanwhile expressed 
his hope that UEFA's disciplin- 
ary commission will not deal too 
harshly with his dub Wednesday after 
their injury-time walk-off at 
Marseille last week. 

“Wednesday's episode was un- 
fortunate and regrettable. I think 
we'tl just have to turn our backs 
on it and forget about it.” he said. 

In Rome, luventus' players 
celebrated a 1-0 win over os 
Roma, their first league win since 
February 10th. which followed a 
private audience with the Pope 
Saturday. 

There was no such assistance 
available to Lazio whose coach 
Dino Zoff suggested the Paul 
Gascoigne factor had contri- 
buted to his side's 4-1 loss at 
Ataianta. Lazio hope to sign the 
England midfielder from finan- 
cially troubled English first divi- 


sion Tottenham. 

“Today, rather than signing 
Gascoigne, we signed on four 
goals. At the moment we have 
plenty other than Gascoigne to be 
thinking about,” said Zoff. 

French League leaders 
Marseille were held to a goalless 

draw by Sochaux Saturday, al- 
lowing Monaco to narrow the gap 
at the top to five points. 

At the other end of the table, 
Bordeaux suffered a shock 4-1 
home defeat by Brest and drop- 
ped to 17th place in the 20-strong 
first division. 

An appeal court will decide 
next Wednesday whether or not 
to save Bordeaux, the leading 

EUROPEAN SOCCER 

French club of the 1980s, from 
relegation. Under league rules, a 
club in receivership is automati- 
cally relegated at the end of the 
season. 

Barcelona's hopes of estab- 
lishing an unbeatable lead in the 
Spanish League suffered a set- 
back as they went down 1-0 to 
Sporting Gijon. 

The leaders are now four 
points ahead of Ateletico Madrid 
who they meet next weekend. 

“We had aimed to decide the 
league title here but we’ll have to 
wait to next Saturday against 
Atletico," said Carlos Rexach, 
acting coach of Barcelona while 
Johan Cruyff recovers from heart 
surgery. 

Gijon *s only goal from Luis 
Enrique, the man who ended 
Atletico goalkeeper Abel Re- 
si no's record run without conced- 
ing a goal last week. 

In Germany, Bayern Munich's 
Manfred Bender, a European 


Cup goal-scoring hero last week, 
was sent off as Kaiserslautern 
knocked Bayern off the top of the 
Bundesliga with a 2-1 victory. 

Bender was shown the red card 
by referee Karl-Josef Assen- 
macher for a foul irr the 65th 
minute, a decision which in- 
censed Bayern coach Jupp 
Heynckes. 

“We had to play with 10 men 
against 12 after the unbelievable 
sending off of Bender,'' Heync- 
kes said. 

“As a FIFA official, the re- 
feree’s performance was terrible. 
He should never be given an 
international match again.” 

Dutch champions Ajax man- 
aged a 5-0 win against NEC Ni- 
jmegen but won scant praise from 
the critics. 

“Ajax players left the impress- 
ion in Nijmegen they had been up 
until late at night downing 
beers," commented the Volk- 
skrant newspaper. 

It took Ajax almost an hour to 
break through Nijmegen's not 
particularly formidable defence. 
They then scored five times in 31 
minutes. 

Ajax are now five points be- 
hind PSV, who won 3-0 against 
Roda JC, but have a game in 
hand. 

In the Soviet first division, 
where the season has just begun, 
army-sponsored CSKA stayed 
top of the table after three games 
by crushing neighbours Lokomo- 
tiv Moscow 5-1 at home. All the 
goals were scored in the second 
half. 

This year the first division has 
16 clubs, expanded from last sea- 
son's 14. The season runs from 
March to November. 

In Portugal, Benfica were re- 
duced to 10 men for almost half 


the match but still beat National 
de Madeira 2-0 away at the 
weekend to go one point dear at 
the top of the Portuguese 
League. 

The Lisbon side were lifted by 
a second-minute goal from mid- 
fielder Vi tor Paneira, but were 
down to 10 players in the 49th 
minute when midfielder Paulo 
Sousa was sent off for bis second 
bookable offence. 

However, they overcame the 
numerical handicap by clinching 
victory with a second goal in the 
76th minute through Cesar Brito. 

Benfica's victory put them a 
point ahead of second-placed 
champions Porto, whose spirits 
seemed low after their exit from 
the European Cup last Wednes- 
day. The northern side could do 
no better than a 0-0 away draw 
against Famalicao. 

In Scotland, champions Glas- 
gow Rangers slumped to their 
second defeat against arch-rivals 
Celtic in successive weeks as title 
aspirations were dented by a 3-0 
hammering at Parlchead Sunday. 

Rangers, who had three play- 
ers dismissed in Last week's 2-0 
Scottish Cup quarter-final defeat, 
failed to finish the Glasgow derby 
with 11 men once again when 
defender Scott Nisbet was sent 
off after 57 minutes. 

Goals from Anton Rogan, Joe 
Miller Tommy Coyne secured 
Celtic's ninth successive win as 
Rangers saw their lead at the top 
of the Scottish Premier Division 
cut to just three points. 

After leading the league by 
seven points last month and look- 
ing on course to retain their title. 
Rangers now find themselves fee- 
ing a serious challenge from 
Aderdeen, who won 2-1 at third- 
placed Dundee United Saturday. 


Romania turns to youth 
to boost national squad 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania 
turned to youth in an attempt to 
revive their faltering hopes 
of reaching the 1992 European 
Soccer Championship finals in 
Sweden. 

Team manager Mircea 
Radulescu has called nine young 
Romanian-based players into the 
national squad alongside an equal 
number of top Romanian footbal- 
lers who are playing abroad. 

"These young players stand a 
good chance to show their skills 


in the field/ They make up the 
new wave of Romanian soccer, 
which is tiling to recover from 
last year’s exodus of star players 
who signed to Western clubs.” 
said Radulescu. 

Among the best new players, 
Radulescu singled out Sebastian 
Moga, 21, an impetuous midfiel- 
der, forward Ion Timofte, a 23- 
year-old with a sharp eye for 
goal, and Emil Sandoi, also 23, a 
level-headed, dever defender. 


Bubka vaults 
above competition 


GRENOBLE, (AP) — There are 
two levels of pole vault compieti- 
tion now — Sergi Bubka and the 
rest of the world. 

And the rest of the world is far, 
far behind. 

Bubka made his third trip 
above 20 feel (6.10 metres) 
another world record when he 
cleared 20 feet, 1 inch (6.12 
metres) Saturday night at a spe- 
cial Masters event. 

It was the fourth time since 
Feb. 1 that the Soviet vaultcr 
bettered his own world indoor 
record that stoned the year at 
19-10 1-1 (6.05 metres). 

He went 19-11 (6.08 metres) at 
the Soviet Championships on 
Feb. 9 at Volgograd. He followed 
with 200 (6.10 metres) at San 
Sebastian on March 15. 20-0 1-2 
(6.11 metres) on March 19 at 
Donetsk and 20-1 Saturday. 

No other vaultcr has come 
dose this season. The best effort 
is by Soviet Viktor Ryzhenkov. 


who did 19-1 3-1 (5.91 metres) in 
trailing Bubka at San Sebastian. 

In fact, the nearest vaulter be- 
hind Bubka on the all-time list is 
also another Soviet. Rodion 
Gataullin. 19-9 (6.02 metres). 

Buka had a lot of space when 
he cleared his record height 
Saturday night, indicating there 
may be more to come when he 
starts his outdoor season. His 
world outdoor mark is 19-10 3-1 
(6.06 metres), set at Nice, 
France, three years ago. 

“I felt very strong," Bubka said 
in English over the stadium 
loudspeaker. “1 feet capable of 
going 6.20 metres (20.4). but that 
is perhaps another time." 

Bubka has raised the world 
indoor mark 15 times and the 
outdoor record nine since 1981. 

After a poor showing at the 
1990 European Championships in 
Split. Yugoslavia, people were 
writing him off. He has proven 
them wrong. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
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Neither \ulnerablc. South dials. 
NORTH 

♦ 07 
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* 94 

EAST 

♦ 2 

. K 9 6 3 
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SOUTH 
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IT’S ALL IN THE CARDS 

finesse in either hearts or clubs. All 


WEST 
♦ 64 3 
r . 7 2 
Q J 10 4 
4' K 10 S 5 


The bidding: 
South Wist 

North 

East 

1 * Piss 

■* 

Pass 

3 * Pass 

4 v 

Pass 

4 * P»m 

5 * 

Pass 

6 * Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: 

Queen of ■? 


is there are often several valid lines 
of play for a conuact that, mathe- 
matically, are almost on a par. 
Sometimes all roads lead to Rome; 
once in a while, only one will 
succeed. 

Take a look at this deal from the 
final round of a major pair tourna- 
ment, by which time the contenders 
had been whittled down to a select 
few. Six spades was a popular con- 
tract. reached via an auction such as 
above. The one line discarded by all 
declarers was to bank only on a 


managed to improve considerably 
on that Chance. 

The straightforward souls won 
the first trick with the ace of dia- 
monds, drew trumps and then 
cashed the acc and king of hearts. 
When the queen did not drop, those 
declarers fell back on the club fi- 
nesse-down one. 

Others opted to ignore the possi- 
bility of a 4-1 heart break in favor 
of winning the ace of diamonds, 
cashing the ace and king of hearts 
and, when the lady failed to appear, 
ruffing a heart high. Next came two 
rounds of trumps, ending in dum- 
my. Had spades split evenly, declar- 
er would have been able to lake twe 
discards on hearts for an overtrick. 
When trumps turned out to be 3-1, 
hey also had to try the club finesse, 
vith the same result. 

The successful declarers won the 
first trick, cashed the ace and king 
of hearts and ruffed a heart high. 
W’hen both defenders followed to a 
low trump to the seven, they contin- 
ued by leading a winning heart, dis- 
carding a diamond from hand- West 
could ruff, but a diamond return 
would be ruffed in the dosed hand 
and a trump to the queen enabled 
those declarers to draw the last 
trump and discard the queen of 
clubs an a good heart. Making six- 
odd. 

Which was the right tine? It’s 
;eaity too dose to call 


Moroccan champion turns 
attention to track events 


ANTWERP. Belgium (R) — 
Khalid Skah, the king of cross 
country running, turns his atten- 
tion to the track after clinching a 
second successive world title. 

The 24-vear-old Moroccan law 
student has kept his winter ctivity 
to a minimum, competing in just 
four cross country events before 
Sunday, as he looks to the third 
World Athletics Championships 
in Tokyo this August. 

But his preparation proved 
ideal as he turned on a devastat- 
ing sprint over the last 400 metres 
to clinch the title after letting his 
opponents set the pace. 

“I'm stronger than last year," 
Skah said. “I bad the race under 
control. I felt very comfortable 
and was sure I'd be the winner." 

Skah's victory in i\ix-Les- 
Bains, France, last year proved a 
prelude to a dazzling track sea- 
son. 

With his distinguished compat- 
riot Said Aouita absent through 
injury, Skah was the world num- 
ber one over 3,000 metres in 1990 
and second only to European 
champion Salvatore Antibo in the 
5.000. 

He will be a definite gold med- 


al chance in the 5,000 metres in 
Tokyo in a field which could 
include Olympic title-holder John 
Ngugi, Skah's predecessor as 
world cross country champion. 

Ngugi, champion for a record 
four times, limped sadly off the 
circuit Sunday after pulling a calf 
muscle early in the race. 

The 28-year-old Kenyan 
sergeant will not ran again in the 
world championships, planning 
instead to concentrate on the 
trade. 

In the women's senior race, 
American Lynn Jennings also re- 
tained her title, the only non- 
African to win any of the eight 
titles at stake. 

Jennings, who abandoned her 
usual front-running tactics, 
looked beaten when she lost 
touch with the leading pack 1.5 
kilometres from the finish. 

But she turned on a devastating 
finish to win and said afterwards 
her tactics had been deliberate. 

“Why be predictable?” Jen- 
nings said. 

“I was keeping very dose tabs 
on what was going on ahead of 
me. I was confident I'd be in the 
right place at the right time.” 


Senna wins 
Brazilian 
Grand Prix 

SAO PAULO (R) — Ayrton 
Senna’s victory in Brazilian 
Grand Prix has underlined 
McLaren’s Formula One super- 
iority and left Ferrari feeing an 
uphill struggle before the San 
Marino Grand Prix at Imola next 
month. 

In the aftermath of a race 
highlighted by the Brazilian's first 
home win in eight attempts, the 
long feces in the Ferrari garage 
after the race told their own 
story. 

Alain Prost of France, the for- 
mer triple world champion who 
had won six of the previous nine 
Brazilian Grand Prix, was in a 
particularly despondent mood. 

He blamed a poor engine for 
his inability to improve on a 
disappointing fourth place as be 
reflected on a result which leaves 
him 11 points behind Senna in the 
title race after only two races. 

But his team mate and fellow 
Frenchman Jean Alesi was more 
forthcoming. “We had problems 
all weekend," he said. “The chas- 
sis was never right. It never felt 
properly balanced and I don’t 
think we had enough power from 
the engine.” 

Neither driver nor any other 
team member needed reminding 
that they will be under intense 
pressure to end their poor start to 
the season with a victory at Imola 
on April 28 when another Italian 
hero, Riccardo Patrese, will also 
be seeking gloTy on home soil. 

Patrese, who finished second to 
Senna Sunday after bis Williams 
team mate Nigel Mansell had 
retired with gearbox trouble, was 
full of optimism after the race. 

He said: “I have to say I am 
delighted with this result, this 
second place, for myself and for 
Williams and Renault. It is very 
encouraging to be so competitive 
so early in the season with a 
brand new car. ' 

“I used a five-speed semi- 
automatic gearbox in the race but 
I am sure with the month ahead 
now to the next race we can sort 
out the six-speed and use that It 
will be a big help for us." 

The way in which Patrese 
charged after Senna in the dosing 
stages before opting for conser- 
vatism and second place, added 
to ManseD’s furious harrying of 
the defending world champion 
during the opening half of the 
71-lap race, showed how strong 
the Williams challenge for the 
championship will be this season. 

Mansell, who retired with gear- 
box trouble after running a strong 
second for much of the after- 
noon, showed massive enthu- 
siasm again and, with more luck, 
the Briton might even have won. 

Senna admitted as much after 
the race when he also pointed to 
Williams as strong rivals in the 
title race. “They were fast all 
weekend and kept me under 
pressure right through the race." 
be said. 

McLaren’s new car, powered 
by Honda's new V12 engine, has 
proved itself to be a winner. 


Courier scores biggest career 
win in Players Championship 


KEY BISCAYNE, Florida (AP) 
— Down a set and struggling, Tim 
Courier vented his frustration by 
knocking a ball the length of the 
court and into the 10th row. 

He received a warning for ball 
abuse from choir umpire Richard 
.Kaufman. 

“I don’t know if I'll get a fine,” 
Courier said later. “But I think I 
can afford one." 

That’s because Courier went 
on to beat David Wheaton 4-6, 
6-3, 6-1 in Sunday's final of the 
International Players Cham- 
pionships. The first-place prize of 
£179,000 was the biggest payday 
of Courier’s five-year career. 

Courier also won a tournament 
at Indian Wells, California, on 
March. 10. He has earned 
S229,785 this month and moved 
into the top 10 Sunday for the 
first time. 

‘Tm feeling pretty good,” be 
said. “1 guess Fm hitting the ball 
well, feeling confident, winning 
the matches." 

The 20-year-old Florida native 
has gotten hot at the right time. 
He’ll play with the U.S. Davis 
Cup team for the first time in its 
opening-round match at Mexico 
this weekend. 

After receiving the warning for 
ball abuse. Courier lost that game 
but won the next five to take the 
second set and grab a 2-0 lead in 
die third. He had no further out- 
bursts and had no problem with 
Kaufman’s warning. 

“He bad to do it,” Courier 
said. ‘‘We talked on the 
changeover. I said, ‘Boy. I should 
get a signing bonusjviththe reds 
for that hit’." 

The unseeded Wheaton, 21, 
had lost his opening match in his 
previous four tournaments this 
year but won six straight at Key 
Biscayne. His serve kept him in 
contention against Courier — 
Wheaton had 10 aces — but it 
also got him in trouble. 

Wheaton had seven double- 
faults, the final one on break 
point to give Courier a 1-3 lead in 
the third set. Courier held his 
final two service games for the 
victory. 

“I never really quite had my 
rhythm on my serve after the first 
set," Wheaton said. 

“It hurts a lot. 1 have a pain in 
my stomach after a loss like that. 
But I had -a great week." 

Wheaton beat Stefan Edberg 
and Andre Agassi on his way to 
the final. He earned £91,200 and 
jumped to 23rd in the rankings 
from 46th last week. 

Courier and Wheaton are good 
friends, but dueled like archrivals 
for more than two hours. 

“It was a great battle out 
there,” Courier said. “It was 
pretty much a dead-even match 
all the way through." 

In the women's final Saturday, 
top-ranked and defending cham- 
pion Monica Seles came back 
from a 0-4, 0-40 deficit in the 
second set to beat Gabriela Saba- 
tfrn 6-3, 7-5. Seles has now won 
the year’s two biggest tourna- 
ments — this one and the Austra- . 
lion Open. 
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I REMEMBER 
ONCE WHEN I HAD 
TWO COOKIES ..A 
CHOCOLATE CHIP 
AND A PEANUT 
BUTTER.. AND I 
LOVED THEM 


Andy Capp 



WUAT«S THE PCHNT? 

whatever r ave, »e 

ALWAYS BLAMES IT 
ONGCUN' INTO PUBS/ 



Mutton’ Jeff 

WHERE J I’M GONNA 

you 

goin: 

JEFF? 



Seles and Steffi Graf highlight 
one of the strongest fields in the 
hardcourt championships since 
the tournament was revived in 
1988. 

The two women are among 32 
players vying for the top spot as 
play opened Monday at McFariin 
Tennis Centre, in San Antonio. 
The $225,000 tournament, which 
offejrs a $15,000 top prize, con- 
cludes Sunday. 

Graf, in a quest to recapture 
her no. 1 world women's tennis 
ranking, is a late entry in the 
championships. 

Seles, 17, and Graf, 21, have 
not met this year. 

Other top contenders include 
no. 3 seed Manuela MaJeeva- 
Fragniere of Switzerland, no. 4 
RaffaeUa Reggi of Italy, no. 5 
Laura Gildemeister of Peru and 
no. 6 Lori McNeil of the United 
States. 

Graf lost her no. 1 computer 
ranking on March 11 to Seles 
after reigning as the world's top 
women’s player for 186 consecu- 
tive weeks. Graf won the 1988 
and 1989 U.S. Women's Hard- ■ 
court Championships in San 
Antonio tfith ease, but skipped 
the 1990 tournament because of a 
thumb injury. 


Seles stepped in and won last 
year's tournament, defeating 
Maleeva-Fragniere as the Yugos- 
lav began the drive to her first 
Grand Slam victory in June 1990 
at the French Open. 

Despite the computer ranking, 
Graf was seeded no. 1 at last 
week’s Players International 
Championships in Florida, but fell 
in the se mifinals to Argentina's 
Gabrila Sab atm i. 

Sabaturi is not entered in the 
U.S. Women’s Hardcourt Cham- 
pionships. 

Meanwhile Guy Forget has be- 
come the second Frenchman to 
be ranked in the top four of men’s 
professional tennis, an official of 
the Association of Tennis Profes- 
sionals (ATP) said Monday. 

In the latest ATP rankings 
Forget has moved from fifth to 
fourth, marking the second time 
since open tennis started in 1968 
that a Frenchman has made the 
top four, Graig Gabriel told Reu- 
ters. The last Frenchman to be 
ranked in the top four was Yan- 
nick Noah in 1986, he said. 

The latest rankings put 
Sweden's Stefan Edberg at num- 
ber one, Germany’s Boris Becker 
at number two and Ivan Lendl of 
Czechoslovakia at number three. 



THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


HARRIS 3-29 




“We can't keep up with the Joneses 


sepup 
}. They 


anymore. They just got a car 
phone for their lawn tractor." 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
—by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four J umblea, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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.. j 


AVARI 
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LIVRIE 


IE 

□ 

□ 

r* V . 


UMLUTT 


goes 

hen, heh, heh 



HOWTOAVOIE7 
HAVING ENEMIES. 


n 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


XXXXXX J them 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: ENJOY 
Answer: 


HOVEL 


(Answers tomorrow] 
PARODY UNFOLD 


You can always depend on some so-called 
friend to DEPEND ON YOU 


THE Daily Crossword * 


George Urquhart 


ACROSS 
1 Funny Radnor 
6 Taka off 
11 Footllke part 

14 -The 
Tempest" 
character 

15 — cropper 
(fail) 

16 Elec, unit 

17 Blame 
someone else 

IS Sch. sub], 

20 Insicfa: pref. 

21 Dllty 

22 Actor Buddy 
24 Endure 

2£ Baby footwear 
27 Leave 
30 However 

32 Cheer up 

33 Ice 

34 Night before 

37 Otherwise 

38 Remove by 
percolation 

39 Melt 

ao — Plaines 
*1 Certain fabric 

42 Rib 

43 Football team 

45 Swap 

46 City near 
Mecca 

46 Sullen 

49 us playwright 

50 Contused 
52 Not in tune 
50 Dockworfcers' 

org. 

57 Montana 
feature 

60 Zero 

61 Utopian 

62 Piece of turf 

63 Moray 

64 Groups 

65 Awful mess 

□OWN 

1 Open wide 

2 Persia now 

3 Catalogue 

. 4 Forsaken 

5 HgL 

6 Fragrance 



*6 

St 


M 



a 



w 



S3 




rso TrfciM Mean Inc. 


8 Russ, border 
river 

9 — room 

10 Remove 

11 Take up a 
collection 

12 Program host 

13 Backbone 

18 Large number 
23 Marsh 

25 Metric unit 

26 Nonsense 

27 Property 
document 

28 She: Fr. 

29 Catcher's 
boo-boo 

30 Retinue 

31 Pawn 

33 Elaborate 
party 

35 Flower holder 

36 Jug 

M Pelee output 
38 Turtle 
41 Advantage 


yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


[t'lAlLllMClAltlrtMrn 



7 Soliloquy start 42 Gr. letter 


44 Position of a 
golf bail 

45 Wild hog 

46 N. Eng. state 

47 “Dallas" 
matriarch 

48 Transactions 


dip 


50 Region 

51 Took a 

53 Coffee 

54 Beginning 

55 Alphabet run 

58 Lyric poem 

59 Drilling deg.? 
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GATT sees slower 
trade growth in ’91; 

no global recession 


GENEVA (R) — Growth in 
world tade and output is likely to 
slow for the third successive year 
in 1991 but global recession is 
unlikely despite uncertainties in 
the aftermath of the Gulf war, the 
GATT trade body said Tuesday. 

“Although there is no world 
recession in sight, the outlook for 
.1991 is clouded by a number of 
uncertainties, including those 
stemming from the aftermath of 
the (February) ceasefire in the 
Gulf," the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GA TV) 
said in a report. 

“Mixed signals make forecast- 
ing difficult but lead GATT eco- 
nomists to conclude that a further 
modest slowdown in the growth 
of world trade is likely for the 
year as a whole,” it noted. 

Merchandise trade volume rose 
by five per cent in 1990, com- 
pared with seven per cent in 1989 
and 8~5 per cent in 1988. Trade 
value rose to a record S3.5 tril- 
lion, largely due to a weaker 
dollar, the report said. 

The trade in commercial and 
financial services grew an esti- 
mated 12 per cent to 5770 billion 
from S690 billion in 1989, it 
added. 

The report was compiled by the 
secretariat of the 101 -member 
GATT from data submined early 
in March. 

Economic disruption and un- 
certainty caused by the Gulf crisis 
contributed to slower economic 
growth in 1990 but was unlikely 
to have played an important role, 
the report said. 

“It had been apparent for some 
time that business investment in 
the developed countries was 
being scaled back and that in 
several of these countries the 
growth of consumer expenditure 
was slowing,” it said. 

A reunified Germany overtook 
the United States as the world’s 
top merchandise exporter, with 
deliveries worth $421 billion, giv- 
ing it 12.1 per cent of global 
exports. 

The report said Japanese ex- 


port rose modestly, allowing 
Japan to retain its place as the 
world’s third largest exporter. 

The value of Western Europe's 
exports, boosted by the effects of 
a lower dollar, rose almost 20 per 
cent Imports climbed 21 per cent 
in response to strong demand in 
Germany. 

North America raised the value 
of its exports by 8.5 per cent 
while imports rose only 3.5 per 
cent. 

Imports of leading Asian trad- 
ing nations continued to rise 
much faster than exports. Japan, 
for instance, saw imports rise 11 .5 
per cent while exports gained by 
only 4.5 per cent. 

Developing countries as a 
whole increased exports by 13 per 
cent, with oil exports from the 
13-nation Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) providing the most 
dynamic factor. Developing 
country imports rose 15 per cent. 

Central and East European 
countries fared poorly compared 
with other regions as they strag- 
gled to make the transition from 
central planning to market- 
oriented economies. 

Trade there fell mor steeply 
than in 1989. A major decline in 
trade among themselves was 
offset only partly by expanding 
commerce between Czechoslova- 
kia, Hungary and Poland and the 
rest of the world. The Soviet 
Union had lower earnings from 
exports and a higher import bill 
for the second successive year. 

The Gulf crisis left countries 
such as Jordan, Turkey, Roma- 
nia, India and Yugoslavia with an 
appreciable loss of trade. 

. Egypt and Djibouti also lost 
substantially through reduced sea 
transport. The area suffered se- 
rious setbacks in tourism, while 
remittances home by foreign 
workers dropped sharply. 

The Gulf ceasefire and a drop 
in ofl prices had improved pros- 
pects for 1991 , the report said. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Mbodag , March 2 5r 1991 
Central Bank.. official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Demschenurt: 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


Bay Sen 

675.0 679.0 
1302.2 1209.4. 
408.9 411.4 
477.7 480.6 
1203 121.0 


Japanese yen (for 100) 489-6 492J5 
Dutch guilder 3628 365.0 

Swedish crown 1123 113.0 

Kalian lira (for 100) 55.0 553 

Belgian franc (for 10) 1993 2003 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on die London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7640/50 

1.1592/97 

1.6690/6700 

1.8762/72 

1.4280/90 

34.30/34 

5.6650/6700 

1238/1239 

138.20/35 

6.0575/25 

6.5000/50 

6.3950/4000 

360.75/361.25 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscb exnarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 
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Japanese show low 
interest in Soviets 


TOKYO (R) — Less than a 
month before a visit by Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
Japanese interest in providing the 
investment, trade and credits he 
is seeking seems at its nadir, 
bankers and experts have said. 

Gorbachev, the first Soviet 
leader to visit Japan, will come in 
mid-April, hoping that a major 
imp rovement in political and di- 
plomatic relations will lead to an 
infusion of Japanese capital and 
technology into die chronically ill 
Soviet economy. 

But worsening political and 
economic anti the l ack of a 
settlement to a territorial dispute 
have made Japanese banks and 
inv estors unwilling to respond to 
Gorbachev’s overture. , 

“Over the last year, Japanese 
banks have stopped lending to the 
Soviet Union, even to state 
banks,” a manager at one of 
Japan’s largest commercial banks 
said. 

“This is not public policy, but 
this is fact. We have lost con- 
fidence in their repayment abil- 
ity,” he said. 

“The climate for foreign invest- 
ment has worsened in the last six 
months,” Angela Stent, a profes- 
sor at Georgetown University 
and expert on the Soviet eco- 


nomy, told reporters here. 

She cited as reasons worsening 
disputes between Moscow and 
die republics over who owns and 
controls natural resources and 
property, the inconvertibility of 
the rouble, and lack of confi- 
dence that Gorbachev will imple- 
ment economic leform. 

“Even the Germans, who are 
willing to provide aid and credits, 
are wary of investment. They are 
taking a wait-and-see attitude, as 
are other Western companies,” 
she said. 

“We will not invest in the 
Soviet Union because of Cocom 
(Coordinating Committee for 
Multilateral Export Controls) 
restrictions and the lack of repay- 
ment ability,” said an official of a 
major electronics firms. “We do 
not know who to negotiate with.' 
And how long will Gorbachev 
remain in power?” 

An official of Sotobo, a private 
Japanese research body specialis- 
ing in the Soviet economy, said 
overdue debts by Soviet firms to 
Japanese companies stood at 
$416 million at the end of Febru- 
ary, up form $377 million at the 
end of last year, after hitting a 
peak of $520 million at the end of 
July. 


Tehran still makes banks hesitate 
to extend credit on long- term basis 


DUBAI (R) — Iran as a loan- 
seeker strikes bank managers as a 
good potential customer without 
bad debts, but still they hesitate, 
worrying over its head for figures 
and past political extremism. 

The Tehran government has a 
reliable record for repaying inter- 
national debts but many banks 
await dearer borrowing polides. 
and firmer signs of political stabil- 
ity in the Gulf region before 
issuing long-term loans. 

Bankers say Iran has per- 
suaded most financial institutions 
that it wants to be viewed as a 
stable, long-term lending risk. 

They cite a moderate political 
position in the past two years, 
especially neutrality during the 
Gulf crisis. 

Only a handful of banks do 
significant business with Iran. All 
are European, and business is 
short-term trade financing. 

That is because Europe is 
where Iran buys most of its im- 
ports. Iran currently pays around 
six to seven per cent for one-year 
money in these trade credits. 

Iran is sitting on top of the 
world’s fourth biggest oil reserves 
and the second biggest gas re- 
serves. 

But it needs longer-term loans 


to pay for new oil. gas. and 
industrial plant to get these assets 
out of the ground, and help lift 
Iranian standards of living which 
fell dramatically during the ten 
years of revolution and war with 
Iraq in the 1980s. 

‘‘It's got an enormous amount 
of wealth in the ground. We all 
know that things can happen fast 
in Iran. They now have to prove 
they can make use of their oppor- 
tunities,” said one banker with 
Iranian business links. 

The bankers said an official 
Iranian presentation to interna- 
tional banks in London on March 
11 was well received. 

At the conference, central 
bank official AJi Manavi Rad said 
Iran was hoping by this summer 
to have S10 billion in loans signed 
out of a planned S27.4 billion in 
foreign credits approved under its 
1989-93 economic plan. 

He also put Iran's short-term 
debt at $2 billion but only S250 
million in long-term debt' 

However, “no one appears to 
be lending anything (long-term) 
at the moment. I'm not sure 
(Iranians) know themselves what 
they want to do about syndicated 
borrowing,” said one bank mana- 
ger. 


U.S. airlines get no respite from bad news 


CHICAGO (R) — The end of 
die Gulf war has so far failed to 
bring a spring thaw for file U.S. 
airline industry, bruised by a 
harsh winter of recession and 
fears of guerrilla attacks that cm 
into travel demand at home and 
abroad. 

More bad financial news 
doused many carriers last week, 
leading some industry experts to 
speculate that earnings and travel 
may not rebound as usual in the 

spring. 

“There's no good news in the 
industry anywhere,” said First 
Boston Corp.- airline analyst Paul 
Karos. 

Wall Street expected the first 
quarter would be grim, coming 
on the heels of 1990 when more 


than S2 billion was lost, said 
David Pizzhnenti, analyst at 
Nomura Research Institute. But 
earnings estimates should drop 
even further as airlines disclose 
the magnitude of their troubles, 
he said. 

Even strong carriers said things 
are bad. UAL Corp. Chairman 
Stephen Wolf said the first quar- 
ter would be “absolutely terrible” 
for United Airlines and everyone 
else. British Airways PLC 
announced it was giving away 
50,000 free tickets to lure back 
passengers. 

Those developments signal a 
future even more dismal for trou- 
bled carriers, experts said. 

Continental Airlines, Hying 
under bankruptcy protection, 


Romanians expect mass 
unemployment in summer 


BUCHAREST (AP) — Union 
leaders have warned that up to a 
quarter of the work force in 
Romania's state-run industries 
may be unemployed by this sum- 
mer. 

Miron Mitrea, leader of the 
nationwide Fratia Federation,, 
told a news conference that 
800,000 people were currently 
without a job, compared with the 
official figure of about 256,000. 

“We are expecting 20 to 25 per 
cent of the work force to be 
unemployed by summer, 
although the number may go 
down in the fall due to road 
construction projects,” Mitrea 
said. 

Lucian Ionescu of the National 
Council for Economic Reform, 
an advisory government body, 
offered a somewhat different 
assessment. 

He said he expected 500,000 
unemployed by summer “if the 
economic performance goes 
well... otherwise, we expect 


r Cinema 


around one million." 

Mitrea, whose federation has 
about 800,000 members, said the 
difference in the current unem- 
ployment figure resulted from the 
exclusion of hundreds of 
thousands of laid-off workers 
from the official tally. 

They have been promised par- 
tial compensation and eventual 
reinstatement by their bankrupt 
employers. 

Meanwhile, the labour ministry 
announced that 160 industrial un- 
its were shot down in February 
and that production last mouth 
was only 76.6 per cent of that in 
February 1990.. 

Coal mining, steel works, con- 
struction materials and the pet- 
rochemical industry were the har- 
dest hit sectors, the ministry said. 

Deputy Labour Minister Con- 
stantin Alecu said in an interview 
the government intends to issue a 
decree ordering the retraining of 
all unemployed workers free of 
..charge. 
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posted a $2.25 billion loss in the 
fourth quarter — the largest 
quarterly shortfall in U.S. avia- 
tion history. 

The loss included a one-time 
$1.8 billion charge, more than $1 
billion of which was related to the 
liquidation of its Eastern Airlines 
unit which, also in bankruptcy 
protection, stopped flying on Jan. 
18. 

Department of Transportation 
Secretary Samuel Skinner said 
recently be was not too optimistic 
about die fate of major carriers 
Pan Am Corp. And Trans World 
Airlines (TWA) Inc. 

“One's in bankruptcy, one's in 
default,” Skinner said. “They’ve 
both been in trouble for years. 
We're hopeful that they'll both 


survive, but it’s touch and go.*' 

Pan Am filed for bankruptcy 
protection in January and has 
been negotiating with creditors to 
keep its airliners in the sky and 
out of repossession. Talks with 
some creditors have been success- 
ful but others have not, a spokes- 
man said. 

TWA defaulted on S75.5 mil- 
lion in debt payments on Feb. 1. 

USAIR Group Inc said its first 
quarter would be worse than ex- 
pected. The Arlington, Virgima- 
based carrier said it expects to 
post a loss in the first quarter that 
will exceed the $168 million lost 
in the fourth quarter of 1990. 

USAIR said it also sees a loss 
for the full year, but one smaller 
than the 1990 operating loss. 


Repair of Kuwaiti 
ports may cost $lb 


KUWAIT (R) — The cost of 
repairing Kuwait's ports will be 
around SI billion according to the 
head of the Kuwaiti Ports 'Au- 
thority. 

Captain Abdul Rahman A1 
Naibari, acting director-general 
of the authority said large quanti- 
ties of port equipment were dam- 
aged. 

Aided by the allies, Kuwait has 
restored limited operations at 
Shnaiba port since March 12 but 
the other major dry cargo port at 
Sbuwaikh, is still paralysed, 
Naibari said. 

Naibari is not responsible for 
Kuwait’s oil pons at Ahmadi and 
Mina Abdullah, but they also 
suffered heavy damage. 


The cost of restoring Shuwaikh 
and Shuaiba would be “in the 
region of a billion dollars,” equal- 
ly divded between the two ports, 
Naibari said. 

The ports each handled about 
6.5 million tonnes of cargo a year 
before the invasion. Shuwaikh. 
opened in 1959, handled com- 
mercial cargoes while the more 
modem port of Shuaiba proces- 
sed imported raw materials and 
exports of oil products. 

Naibari said it would take a few 
months to get Sbuwaikh back in 
operation. The Kuwaitis and 
allies were working to get part of 
the port open while they cleared 
the rest. 
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Kaifu says Gulf aid 
pledge in yen and 
not in dollars 

TYMTVr, ret \ nnll nnf »H 7 a Knu. m 


TOKYO (R) — Japan will not 
cover a $500 milli on shortfall in 
its original Gulf aid pledge of $9 
billion. Prime Minister Toshflri 
Kaifu said Monday. 

Kaifu told parliament Japan’s 
contribution to the U.S.-led Gulf 
war was yen-based and his gov- 
ernment had no intention of 
covering the difference caused by 
the dollar’s recent rise against the 
yen. 

“Our first pledge for the Gulf 
(last year) was paid in yen regard- 
less of fluctuating currency 
rates,” Kaifu told an upper house 
budget committee. ■ 


“We have already paid 1.7 
trillion yen to the Gulf peace fund 
and we have no intention of 
changing our policy,” he stressed. 

The dollar has risen in value 
against the yen almost steadily 
since the end of the Golf war. 

By tile time Japan tr ansfer red 
1.17 trillion yen on March 13, to 
the fund the pledge was worth 
only $8.6 billion. Japan set up the 
fund, overseen by a committee of 
Arab countries, in Saudi Arabia 
to funnel its Gulf aid. 

The United States received 
$5.7 billion freon the fund last 
week. 
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Iran through a bank manager's 
eyes looks like a borrower of 
excellent potential with no pre- 
vious defaults, but a bad bead for 
accounting, and a dangerous re- 
cord of political extremism. 

Except for a delay in repay- 
ments on some food imports at 
the end of the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq 
war, Tehran has honoured its 
debts. 

“That is worth stressing." said 
the banker. 

But the late Ayatollah Ruhol- 
lah Khomeini's ljf9 revolution 
was anti-Western, apd isolation- 
ist. s 

Iran tried to run ap economy of 
50 million people Islamic prin- 
ciples that rejeQ.^d a system 
where interest ratJf are the cen- 
tral control of , lie value of 
money. That put >( back in the 
12th century as far & internation- 
al banks were coAerned. 

The pragmatiqT technocratic 
government of P|krident Akbar 
Hashemi RafsanjqA* has reversed 
much of this. 9 

Tbc World Bask approved a 
credit to Iran this mpnth, the first 
since revolutiqgary Tehran 
turned its back Oa'Vhat it saw as 
an arm of thj’ hated U.S.- 
dominated finan^^l system. 


The $250 million loa, ^ 

significant encouragement 

sentiment in th e commerce 
lor, bankers said. : 
However, commercial hanks 
would be happier with q 
peace settlement of the civ«{ sfT ,7 c 
in neighbouring Iraq. 

The interest rate problem and 
the surviving radical V 
opposition in parliament ai;o re- 
main a concern to lender 
Sources cloi-e to the .... 
Bank team which went t# 'f^r. 
last year to make the firsi “V :: 
pendent study of the e*r indc ‘ 
since 1979 said the aor 
favoured raising money 
acceptable to Islam, if the* ' 

But they were flexible. U 
Trade credits remain t L^us;'. 
able form of lending to fa p Vi'j 
bankers cstima :ed up to *•-$ bi 
a year in trade finaac *g eoci 
through the country. 

There is potential for j or**, hut 
banks await darificatia ■ < v ‘' «hr 
approved shift to more " 
sector importing. 

Bankers be.'.ieve g trk 
import purchasing ccrrt/c? * 

gradually scrapped, u ■**' 

means the central hank 
to decide where then t' .j r/.A. 
approved import credj 


Kuwait seeking 
Iraqi assets abroad 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait is sear- 
ching for Iraqi assets abroad 
which could be used to pay repa- 
rations ordered by the United 
Nations, central bank governor, 
Sheikh Salem Abdul Aziz A! 
Sabah said Sunday. 

In an interview with Reuters, 
he said Kuwait had teams work- 
ing in London and New York to 
identify Iraqi assets. 

“We are working with our 
friends in different parts. We are 
trying to find and identify Iraqi 
available assets in order for repa- 
rations to be paid at least partly 
from these assets,” he said. 

He declined to comment on a 
Financial Times report that 
Kuwait had threatened to with- 
draw its funds from some Euro- 
pean banks unless they froze the 
assets of some companies sus- 
pected of being fronts for the 
Iraqi government. 

The governor said Kuwait was 
in touch with the United Nations 
about setting the level of repara- 
tions to be paid by Iraq in com- 
pensation for its seven-month 
occupation of Kuwait and re- 


poncdly «idc S preaj *. 11IUBl „ 
wrought by Iraqi 
Other Kuwaiti officials 
said Kuwait and the U S-iej 
war allies are discussia * f l«* fr(: * 
of forcing Iraq to depet % <Jar5 
its oil revenues in a rt 
fund as a condition for 
U.N. embargo on Iraq-. ‘ ,.i 
ports. ‘ \l'' 

Sheikh Salem said tfc. v . 
bpnk had taken measure 
sqre that Kuwaiti dinars 3 

tijp Iraqis would not be l\ 
iqjo new dinars which bj 
issuing Sunday. 

Forms to be comp'.etv^ 
qyerseos depositors sees”" :.. 
^change old dinars woii^ . to 
k«n« detection, he said 'jt 'w 
rijned to elaborate. * t\e- 
1 Asked if it was pos*^. 
Kuwaiti currency take,*} . ,J ;rhat 
jpqis from commercial 
branches, businesses and 
homes could be exchange W 
new dinars, he said: " % 

that possibility. We w|j| : r V",Jr 
best not to fail short in t’ 
direction, but you know ?• 
has no taste or smell.'' * * ' 


Oilmen say Iran oil ~ 
output goal ambition 

TAMnnU tO\ Tnn'n. hac-rl nil moiiimf 


LONDON (R) — Iranian plans 
to raise oil output by around 1.5 
million barrels per day within two 
years are unrealistic, Western oil- 
men say. 

"Never, no way,” said one 
o ilman who worked in Iran be- 
fore the 1979 revolution. “I 
wouldn't put even money on it,'' 
added another. 

Tehran’s Oil Minister Gbolam- 
reza Aqazadeh, in a statement 
reported by the Iranian news 
agency IRNA, set a target of five 
million barrels per day (b/d) by 
March 1993. 

We have to drill 150 new 
wells and lay more than 3,000 
kilometres of pipes from those 
wells to the operation area ” 
Aqazadeh said. 

But engineers said his plan 
could be unrealistic due to supply 
logistics and problems intrinsic to 
the Iranian fields. 

“It will take 12 to 15 months on 
average to deliver from any steel 
mill in the world,” one Gulf- 


based oil engineer said, 
to Iran’s need to impoif 
walled, pressure-rated Pip^ %T 5 : 

"Then they need all the 
and fittings and that is 
real problem is... you - A? 

the suppliers on one 
' they have longer delivery 
he added. - V' 

The figures also seem f 0 
gest that each well wifi 
around 10,000 b/d. “I don't 
their reservoirs will suppon 5V* 
anymore," the engineer 

But another U.S. oil compT*' 
executive was more optiinUr^ y 
“At least Aqazadeh has seen £•* 
way forward. They need to qjSfi 
wells and they haven't been <|«J' 
that for the last 10 years." “*8 

But be also had reservation. 

“It's not a risk-free opcf^* 
tkm... and it won’t be an 
task to get rig wells drilled with- 
out an accident... they are among 
the most difficult reservoirs in the 
world,'' he noted. 


The new telephone numbers of the 
Honourary Consulate General of Finland 
as follows: 

824654 - 824676 - 824607 
Fax No.: 824726 


Happy news 



Hap^T) CHINESE ^ RESTAUftANT 
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TODAY IS THE NEW OPENING OF 

Mandarin Chinese Restaurant 

We/comes its clientels during the holy month of Ramadan 
and offers them the most delicious Chinese dishes for Iftar 
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45 die in S. Africa clashes 


JOHANNESBURG. South Afri- 
ca (AP) — At least 45 people 
were hilled and dozens injured io 
fighting in black townships, in- 
cluding 15 people who died when 
police battled a crowd cf African 
National Congress (ANC) sup- 
porters. police said Monday. 

The death toll marked one of 
the bloodies v/eekends in recent 
months in South Africa, where 
growing black faction fighting 
and other unre st claims dozens of 
lives almost every week'. 

The confron tation between the 
.- tNC and police was one of the 
v- orst since the ban on the opposi- 
ri on eroup w as lifted in early 

Police said Monday they had 
ordered an investigation into the 
de; ths cf 15 people, including 
two police officers. when a riot 
sautd dashed with some 200 
AN< ' supporters Sunday in the 
Johannesburg suburb of 
Daw :vton. 

Ai least 3$ people, including 
two police officers, were hurt, 
they aid. The injured included a 
9-yes r-old boy and a 12-year-old 
boy, hospital officials said. 

V -sident F.W. De Klerk cal- 
:A -londay for an end to the 
fit knee, urging black leaders to 
m fighting among their folio w- 
. •'S work for peace in South Afri- 
ca. 

*Mt is of obvious concern to us 

:e7 incidents like this happen.” 


De Klerk told journalists in Cape 
Town. *‘Such incidents are, 
however, properly investigated to 
see where the blame lies." 

The ANC said police opened 
fire on the crowd from armoured 
vehicles. It called for an indepen- 
dent investigation. 

“The ANC unequivocally con- 
demns the savage and unprovoked 

murder of... Daveyton resi- 
dents.” leaders said in a state- 
ment, ”We ask. is Sharpeville to 
be repeated again and again be- 
cause the South African police 
are out of control.” 

Police opened fire on an anti- 
apartheid protest in the black 
township of Sharpeville in 1960, 
killing 69 people. 

In "other weekend violence, 
police said 13 people were killed 
and two injured in the Johannes- 
burg black township of Alexan- 
dra; four were killed and 10 
injured in nearby Tembisa; eight 
people were killed and six injured 
at Westonaria in the western 
Transvaal; and five people were 
killed in Natal province. 

Police Monday ordered a high- 
level inquiry into the Daveyton 
clash, but blamed the ANC for 
the confrontation. 

Police spokesman Capt. 
Eugene Opperman said a riot 
unit was sent to disperse a crowd 
of ANC supporters who 
apparently had gathered in re- 
sponse to a nearby rally by the 


rival Inkatha Freedom Party. 

He said the crowd attacked the 
officers with knives, spears and 
gasoline bombs, killing one offic- 
er and injuring two others. 

“They singled out a white 
police sergeant, who was stabbed 
several times with sharp objects 
and hacked with pangas 
(machetes).” said Opperman. 

Officers opened fire to drive 
off the crowd, officials, said. 

The head of the south African 
police. Gen. Johan Van Der 
Merwe, said the tact that protes- 
ters were able to get dose enough 
to stab police indicated the offic- 
ers did not start the fighting. 

Tom Boya, a black activist and 
the former Daveyton mayor, said 
he was driving nearby and heard 
gunshots. 

“People were coming out... full 
of blood from the injuries," he 
said. “They had bullet wounds in 
their arms, their chests, their 
stomachs." 

The confrontation was likely to 
cloud relations as the government 
prepares for talks with black 
groups on ending white-minority 
rule. 

Police said they confiscated 
one AK-47 assault rifle and seven 
pistols while searching vehides at 
a road block in Daveyton. but did 
not say when. Officers said 33 
blacks were arrested for posses- 
sion of illegal firearms. 


tali leaders bow to opposition demands 


. . vMAKO (R) — Mali's embat- 
tled government has agreed to 
end a state of emergency, free 
political prisoners and withdraw 
troop:, from the streets after three 
days of the worst political vio- 
lence the West African country 
has known. 

But opposition leaders said 
Mali's pro-democracy movement 
woulr press on with an open- 
er ce i general strike from Mon- 
limed at toppling President 
mo ssa Traore, one of the few 
African leaders still holding out 
ap; ..ist multi-party reforms 
5 -i rping the continent. 


National radio said Traore, 
who seized power in a bloodless 
coup 22 years ago, agreed to the 
measures after meeting opposi- 
tion leaders Sunday. 

“At the end of a fruitful, frank 
and direct debate they agreed 
that a new atmosphere must be 
bom in our capital and through- 
out the nation^ territory to in- 
stall a c Innate of peace and en- 
sure the security of the popula- 
tion and property," the radio 
said. 

The government agreed to lift a 
state of emergency and night 


curfew imposed Friday, to free 
hundreds of political prisoners 
held since pro-democracy unrest 
began in January, and to with- 
draw troops and armed police 
from the streets of the capital. 

Diplomats say at least 150 peo- 
ple were killed and 1,000 injured 
in three days of dashes in Bama- 
ko between demonstrators and 
security forces. Traore has in- 
sisted only 27 were IdSbd. 

Opposition leader Demba Di- 
allo told Renters be was pleased 
with the breakthrough bet the 
general strike would go ahead. 


? terra Leone sends troops to 
Siberian border after rebel raid 


FREETOWN (R) — Sierra 
Lv-one Sunday said it was sending 
2.000 troops to its eastern border 
with Liberia after 14 people;, in- 
cluding three soldiers, were killed 
in a raid by Liberian rebels. 

a government statement 
issued after an emergency cabinet 
meeting called by President 
Joseph Momoh in the capital 
Freetown blamed the attack on 
/’liters loyal to the main Libe- 
r in rebel leader. Charles Taylor. 

Eleven civilians and three sol- 
<* ers died in a raid Saturday on 
the towns of Bomaru and Sienga 
and numerous homes and shops 
were looted, the statement said. 

“This armed invasion into Sier- 
ra Leone territory ... was an 
unprovoked and wanton attack 


by members of the National Pat- 
riotic Front of Charles Taylor and 
resulted in casualties among 
peaceful citizens,” the statement 
said. 

Conditions at the border have 
been tense in recent weeks as 
Liberian refugees who fled the 
country’s 1 5-month civil war have 
attempted to return across the 
closed frontier. 

Relief workers say food is in 
extremely short supply in the area 
of Liberia bordering Sierra Leone 
and Taiylor’s control over bis 
forces there appears to be 
waning. 

The government did not say 
how many armed rebels invaded 
Sierra Leone, but sources close to 


die military put the number at 
about 2,000. 

A member of Taylor’s rebel 
army said in a recent ’ British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
report that rebels intended to 
overthrow Momoh’s government. 

It was unclear if the cross- 
border attack was linked to the 
threat. 

Taylor launched the dvfl war 
which toppled President Samuel 
Doe. Liberia is now divided into 
territory under Taylor’s control 
and the capital Monrovia, which 
is in the hands of an interim 
government. 

Peace talks in Monrovia which 
opened a week ago to resolve the 
crisis have made little progress. 


Voter apathy mars Hungarian by-elections 


BUDAPEST (R) — Voters 
stayed away from the polls in 
droves, invalidating Hungary's 
first parliamentary by-elections 
since it embraced multiparty 
democracy last year. 

Warm spring weather. Palm 
Sunday church services and voter 
apathy combined to keep turnout 
well below the 50 per cent of 
eligible voters needed to fill two 
vacant seats, according to offi- 
cials staffing the polls. 

The races will be run again next 
month, when only a quarter of 
the electorate must show up to let 
the results stand. 

In Budapest, not even the can- 


didacies of Gvula Grosics. goal- 
keepers in Hungary's legendary 
“golden team” of the 1950s. and 
Ferenc Bessenyei, one of the 
country's most popular actors, 
were enough to lure large, num- 
bers of voters to the polls. 

They were among eight candi- 
dates vying to succeed Gabor 
Demszky. a prominent dissident 
during the Communist era. 

Demszky was forced by law to 
give up his seat in parliament after 
voters elected him Budapest’s 
mayor last year. 

But only 22 per cent of the 
district’s eligible voters bothered 
to cast a ballot. Most favoured a 


Socialist. 

Tbe other by-election was in a 
rural district whose member of 
parliament died in a car crash. 
Pretirainaiy results reported by 
the Hungarian News Agency 
(MTI) showed a 12 per cent 
turnout. 

“What does it matter whether 
there is one more or less member 
of parliament," said pensioner 
Lilian Upscz. “It is foe govern- 
ment that rules, and there is only 
one government. Nothing can be 
done against them." 

She said she was sitting out this 
election. 


28 Indian 
airforce 
personnel 
billed in 
plane crash 

BANGALORE, India (R) — An 
air force transport plane crashed 
and burned in south India during 
a routine training flight Monday, 
killing all 25 trainees and three 
crew members aboard, police and 
air force officials said. 

Deputy Superintendent of 
Police Nanjappa said there were 
no survivors from the crash near 
Bangalore and most bodies were 
charred beyond recognition. 

The Press Trust of India (PTI) 
news agency said it was India’s 
worst military air disaster. 

A senior Indian Air Force 
officer said the plane suddenly 
veered to the right moments after 
take-off before plunging to tbe 
ground and bursting into flames 
barely one kilometre from the 
runway. 

He said the cause of the crash 
was under investigation. 

Tbe plane, an Avro HS 748, 
was piloted by a veteran air force 
officer assisted by two trainees, 
be said. 

Most of the trainees had gradu- 
ated as engineers and were on a 
routine exercise, the officer said. 

The plane took off from Yala- 
hanka Air Base on Bangalore’s 
outskirts and was to land at Jala- 
h&lli Air Force Station 10 
kilometres away. 

PTI quoted one witness as 
saying be first saw the plane 
wobbling in the air. 

“I thought it would foil in my 
coconut garden,'* 60-year-old 
Venkataramalah told PTI. 
“Thank God it didn’t. There 
were many people working in tbe 
field.” 

The United News of India 
(UNI) said the plane ploughed 
through a field for about 50 
metres after crashing. 

It was totally gutted by the fire. 
Tbe front portion was in pieces 
and only the shell of the plane 
remained. 

Ten fire engines were used to 
douse the flames, UNI said. 

It was the second air crash in 
Bangalore in just over a year. 

In February 1990, an Indian 
Airlines^ Airbus A-320 crashed 
while landing at Bangalore Air- 
port, killing 92 people. 

A court inquiry said pilot error 
caused the crash. 

Benin 

premier 

wins 

elections 

COTONOU (R) — Reformist 
Prime Minister Nicephore Soglo 
won Benin’s first free presidential 
elections in more than two de- 
cades Monday after taking an 
irreversible lead over President 
Mathieu Kerekou, an electoral 
official said. 

With more than 96 per cent of 
votes in Sunday’s runoff elections 
counted, Soglo, a former World 
Bank economist, had polled 
67.61 per cent to Kerekou’s 32.39 
per cent, according to a computer 
tally. 

“It’s impossible for Kerekou to 
win," Gomez E use be, an elector- 
al officer told Reuters at the 
Interior Ministry. 

He said an official announce- 
ment of the results was expected 
Tuesday after they had been pre- 
sented to the government. 


China vows to hold on to Socialist path 


PEKING (R) — Premier Li Peng 
opened China's annual session of 
parliament Monday, vowing that 
tbe nation's adherence to social- 
ism was rock solid and warning 
foreign foes against subversion. 

But the hardline leader also 
told the largely ceremonial 
National People's Congress that 
China must maintain its opening 
to the outside, a policy begun 12 
years ago, though it would pro- 
ceed at its own pace and in its 
own way. 

“We must unswervingly take 
the road of building socialism 
with Chinese Characteristics." he 
said, smiling broadly as be 
addressed some 2,600 delegates 
gathered in the cavernous Great 
Hall of the People. 

“We have continued to make 
progress, even in the face of 
foreign pressure and domestic 
problems, enabling Socialist Chi- 
na to stand rock solid in the 
east." he said. 

The Soviet-trained technocrat, 
sporting a blue business suit, read 
most of his nearly four-hour 
speech in a low monotone, his 
voice rising occasionally and 
almost reaching a shout when he 
proclaimed: “There is a great 
future for socialism." 

Li, 62, delivered a sombre 
assessment of the state of China's 
economy which is threatened by 


rising inflation and runaway in- 
dustrial production after a slump 
induced by an austerity program- 
me launched in 1988. 

Diplomats said there was little 
in his work report which would 
satisfy the Communist Party's re- 
formist wing. 

Veteran Communist leaders sat 
on the dais behind Li looking on, 
though the man whose vote 
counts most, 86-year-old Deng 
Xiaoping, did not attend. He has 
given up his party and govern- 
ment posts but still retains his 
grip on power. 

Deng's former ally, ex- 
Communist Party chief Zhao 
Ziyang, also foiled to attend the 
opening session. Zhao, 
the reformist rival of Premier Li. 
was ousted in a power struggle in 
June, 1989, and has disappeared 
from public view. 

Outside, medical staff with 
stretchers were ready for any 
emergency, keeping a watchful 
eye on foe ageing leadership. 
Veteran Communist Li Xiannian, 
looking frail, attended briefly be- 
fore making a quick exit and 
senior politburo member Yao 
Yilin, believed to be seriously ill, 
did not attend at all. 

Ethnic minority delegates in 
colourful native dress were 
sprinkled among foe leaders, 
flanked bv potted flowers and 


palm trees. Great red banners 
and a huge seal of Tiananmen, 
the Gate of Heavenly Peace, 
hung overhead. 

Li, closely linked to foe crack- 
down on pro-democracy protests 
on June 4, 1989, made no men- 
tion of the protests that sprang 
from Tiananmen Square, only 
across foe street from where he 
stood. 

Nowhere did he mention foe 
thousands of dissidents who were 
jailed after tbe army crackdown 
in order to maintain foe party’s 
grip on power and its view of a 
Socialist future. 

But he called for more funds 
for foe military, saying it might 
have to cope with “unpredictable 
possibilities." 

“Attempts at subversion, dis- 
memberment and sabotage by 
foreign hostile forces working 
against China eiH continue.” he 
said. 

"The People's Armed Forces 
should further intensify their re- 
volutionary zeal, continue their 
modernisation drive, improve 
political consciousness and milit- 
ary proficiency in order to safe- 
guard foe smooth progress of 
Socialist modernisation. " 

But there would be no straying 
from the path of reform, he 
promised, because it was crucial 


to building socialism. 

“We must resolutely promote 
reform and opening to foe out- 
side world,” Li said. 

“We should continue to seek 
concrete ways to combine a plan- 
ned commodity economy with 
market regulation." he said in a 
reference to China’s formula for 
mixing market forces and central 
planning . 

The decision to call in foe army 
to crush pro-democracy dissi- 
dents strained China’s relations 
wfo the West, briefly catting off 
high-level contacts and shutting 
off access to weapons. 

But foe premier held ont an 
olive branch to the United States 
and other Western countries. 

Peking has always considered 
relations with Washington to be 
important he said, though he 
said ties conld be hurt by a 
possible loss of preferential duty 
on imports of its goods into foe 
United States. 

Ties with the Soviet Union and 
Japan were said to have shown 
improvement. 

Diplomats said the speech, de- 
spite some harsh rhetoric, was 
mild by Chinese standards. 

“Much of tins was the same old 
party line," said a Western diplo- 
mat "But it was packaged bet- 
ter.” 


India’s political leaders 
campaign in Hindi heartland 


NEW DELHI (R) — Political 
leaders took their election cam- 
paign Monday to Bihar, India’s 
poorest and second most popu- 
lous state and scene of bitter 
communal strife last year over 
Hindu militant plans to build a 
temple on foe site of a mosque. 

No firm dates have been set for 
the general election that many 
political analysts say will not pro- 
duce a clear winner and could 
provoke more of foe religious and 
caste strife in which 1,000 people 
died last year. 

The election commission has 
said foe polls will be in foe latter 
half of May, when temperatures 
rise to 45 degrees centigrade (113 
degrees Fahrenheit), and tempers 
fray. 

Caretaker Prime Minister 
Chandra Shekhar, whose minor- 
ity government quit on March 6, 
flew to Bihar, chronically 
afflicted by cast conflict and 
where communal strife erupted 
over Hindu mili tant plans to build 
temple to foe god-king Rama in 
neighbouring Uttar Pradesh 
state. 

The leader of the right-wing 
Hindu revivalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), Lai Krishan Advani, 
set off for Bihar in the crucial 
Hindi-speaking heartland of the 
north, travelling in a truck outfit- 
ted to resemble a mythical war 
chariot. 

Advani was arrested last Octo- 
ber in Bihar while leading a char- 
iot procession to the Uttar 


Pradesh town of Ayodhya, where 
fundamentalists want to build the 
Rama temple on foe site of a 
450-year-old mosque. 

The BJP withdrew its support 

in parliament for Vishwanath 

Pratap singh, who was then prime 
minister, thereby toppling his 
government over the temple 
issue. 

Advani vowed to build the 
temple when be addressed a rally 
in Calcutta Suday and said his 
party wanted to abrogate consti- 
tutional concessions to India's 
100-million strong Muslim Minor- 
ity. 

He told tbe rally the BJP 
favoured a uniform civil code 
instead of foe present law which 
accomm odates Islamic customs 
on marriage, dowries and di- 
vorce. 

Advani said he wanted tbe 
minorities commission, which 
looks after the rights of Muslim, 
Christians and others in the over- 
whelmingly Hindu society, to be 
renamed the Human Rights 
Commission. 

He reiterated the party’s 
opposition to an article in the 
constitution which gives auton- 
omy to J amm u and Kashmir, 
India’s only Muslim-majority 
state. 

“We believe India is one nation 
with many states, not many na- 
tions with one state.” the United 
News of India quoted him as 
saying at foe rally. 

Shekhar told reporters on a 


visit to the Western state of 
Maharashtra Sunday he would 
make every effort to bold elec- 
tions in Punjab, K as hmi r and 
Assam, states under Delhi’s 

direct rule because of separatist 

insurgencies. 

“We are still frying to hold 
elections, but certain elements 
want to create uncertainty," he 
said referring to a recent spate of 
violence in Punjab, where Sikh 
militants are campaig nin g for a 
separate nation. 

Police suspect Sikh militants 
were behind the bombing of a 
crowded Saturday night bazaar in 
New Delhi that killed nine people 
and injured 100. 

Id the worst incident of its kind 
this year, a militant Sikh gang 
Friday ambushed a bus carrying 
government workers outside foe 
Punjab capital of Chandigarh, 
killing 30 of them in bursts of 
automatic weapons fire. 

Congress Party leader Rajiv 
Gandhi campaigned Monday in 
Uttar Pradesh, India's largest 
state, which commands a fifth of 
foe 545 members' in foe Lok 
Sabha (parliament). 

The state, crucial to an election 
victory, tipped the scales against 
Congress in foe 1989 general elec- 
tion which toppled Gandhi from 
power. 

Janata Dal leader V.P. Singh 
Monday was in Agra, home of 
the Taj Mahal, where he was to 
address a campaign rally. 


S. Korean 
general 
named to* 
lead truce 
delegation 

SEOUL (R) — A South Korean 
general was appointed for the 
first time to head the United 
Nations delegation to tbe Korean 
Truce Commission, but North 
Korea rejected the nomination, a 
U.N. command spokesman said 
Monday. 

The spokesman said the com- 
mand had named South Korean 
Major-General Hwang Won-Tak 
as its 57th chief delegate to the 
Military Armistice Commission 
overseeing the truce ending the 
1950-58 Korean War. 

The long-expected bat con- 
troversial appointment to the 
Military Armistice Commission 
(MAC) sets the U.S.-led com- 
mand in direct confrontation with 
North Korea, which has always 
opposed the appointment of a 
South Korean as chief delegate. 

“Whether or not foe North 
Korean side would attend foe 
next MAC meeting is a ques- 
tion," a command spokesman 
said. 

The U.N. delegation has al- 
ways headed by an American 
officer. Hwang, currently a mem- 
ber of foe delegation, succeeds 
U.S. Air Force Major-General 
James Record who was named in 
early February. 

The North Korean delegation, 
which also includes a Chinese 
general, is headed by Major- 
General Choe Ui-Hng of the 
North Korean army. 

North Korea was officially in- 
formed of Hwang's appointment 
early Monday, but refused to 
accept Hwang’s credentials at a 
joint duty -officers’ meeting at the 
truce hamlet of Panmunjora ear- 
lier in foe day. foe spokesman 
said. 

North Korea has maintained 
that since South Korea refused to 
sign the armistice agreement en- 
ding hostilities in 1953. it cannot 
head the command delegation. 

The appointment has great 
symbolic and emotional signifi- 
cance to an increasingly self- 
confident South Korea chafing at 
having its interests represented 
by a foreign military officer at a 
principal inter-Korean forum. 


Rebel 

Catholic 

archbishop 

dies 

MARTIGNY, Switzerland (R) 
— Rebel Archbishop Marcel 
Lefebvre, whose defiance of 
Pope John Paul II created foe 
first schism in the Roman Catho- 
lic Church this century, died 
Monday aged 65. 

Lefebvre’s conservative 
fraternity said foe French prelate, 
who was excommunicated in 1980 
for consecrating traditionalist 
bishops without Vatican approv- 
al, died in hospital in the south- 
western Swiss dry of Martigny 
after suffering from cancer. 


Japan to back Gorbachev 
in return for islands pact 


TOKYO (R) — Micfaio Wata- 
nabe, a powerful figure in Japan’s 
ruling party, said Monday Tokyo 
would fully back foe Soviet Un- 
ion economic reforms in return 
for sovereignty over four islands 
claimed by Tokyo but controlled 
by Moscow. 

Watanabe, a former finance 
minister, is the latest in a string of 
political and business leaders to 
comment on the territorial dis- 
pute ahead of Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s arrival next 
month for foe first visit to Japan 
by a Kremlin leader. 

“At first, the Soviet Union has 
to return to, Japan its sovereignty 
over the four disputed islands," 
Watanabe told business leaders 
and academics in Tokyo. 

“Only then will Japan will do 
everything it can to support Gor- 
bachev's perestroika program- 
me,” said Watanabe, leader of 
one of five ruling party factions 
that control policy-making. 

Japan has refused to sign a 
peace treaty with Moscow or to 
improve economic relations until 
all four islands are returned. 

Moscow says tbe islands, occu- 
pied by the Red Army in 1945, 
are part of foe Soviet Union’s 
Kuril chain but Tokyo says the 


four — Habomai, Shikotan, 
Kunashiri and Etorofu — com- 
prise its northern territories. 

Gorbachev’s April 16-19 visit 
to Japan has spawned speculation 
that Japan will offer to buy back 
its islands. Newspapers report 
that Japan will offer Moscow 
between S10 and $30 billion in 
economic aid. 

Ichiro Ozawa, secretary gener- 
al of the ruling Liberal Democra- 
tic Party, has said he will propose 
a two-stage plan for foe return of 
tbe islands when he meets Gor- 
bachev in Moscow this week. 

Under foe plan. Moscow would 
first return the islands of Habo- 
mai and Shikotan, the smallest 
and- closest to Tokyo’s north- 
ernmost island of Hokkaido. Tbe 
return of the remaining two 
would be gradual, following 
negotiations on the status of foe 
islands’ Soviet nationalist. 

Gaisiii Hiraiwa, head of 
Japan’s largest business federa- 
tion, said last week Japan should 
support the two-stage plan. 

Although Watanabe did not 
touch on a timeframe for the 
islands' return, he said Tokyo 
would be satisfied with an ack- 
nowledgement of its sovereignty 
over all four islands. 


Woman in Phillips paternity 
suit recieved money-paper 


LONDON (R) — A British 
newspaper reported Monday that 
a New Zealand woman who filed 
a paternity suit against Princess 
Anne’s estranged husband re- 
ceived thousands of dollars a year 
from a man acting for him. 

The Daily Express published 
what it said were excerpts of 


taped telephone conversations 
between Heather Tonkin, who 
claims Captain Mark Phillips 
fathered her five-year-old daugh- 
ter, and a man identified as James 
Erskine. 

It said Erskine was managing 
director of a celebrity agency in 
Australia, ’ 


U.S. astronomers consider 
putting telescope on moon 


WASHINGTON (R) — Putting a 
telescope on the moon could 
greatly improve earth bo and sci- 
entists’ view of foe universe, a 
committee of distinguished 
American astronomers has con- 
cluded. 

But foe task may take decades 
to achieve and cost so much that 
other important U.S. space pro- 
jects will be crippled, the Nation- 
al Research Council’s Committee 
ou Astronomy said in a report on 
research priorities for foe coming 
decade. 

The report called on the 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) to start 
planning to place a telescope cm 
the moon but said it should first 
determine foe advantages of such 
a telescope over one in orbit high 
above foe Earth. 

It also urged NASA and other 
Space agencies around the world 
to seek to turn the far side of the 
moon into a radio-free zone. 

If a radio telescope rather than 
an optical telescope was ultimate- 
ly chosen to be put on foe moon, 
an absence of competing radio 
signals would ensure foe sharpest 
possible pictures, it said. 

NASA basically agrees with 
tbe recommendations of foe Re- 
search Council, which advises foe 
government, on science and en- 
gineering policy. 

“There’s a real debate whether 
we can get more out of putting it 
on the surface of the moon or in 
high orbit” said Mike Kaplan, 


director of NASA's Astro tech 21 
which was set up to plan space 
projects for foe 21st century. 

He said putting a telescope on 
the moon would require major 
technological advances but pre- 
dicted a simple optical telescope 
could be set up there as early as 
2001. 

A more advanced radio tele- 
scope array could be placed on 
foe far side of the moon by 2010 if 
technological and cost obstacles 
are overcome, he said. 

The committee urged NASA to 
devote only enough money to the 
initiative to keep it going without 
stopping more pressing projects. 

But it said NASA should begin 
now, in stages, to develop the 
technology required to construct 
large telescopes for either high 
Earth orbit or foe moon. 

Astronomers say a telescope 
on foe moon would have both 
benefits and drawbacks. 

On Earth, radio signals and air 
pollution degrade the quality of 
pictures winch telescopes can 
rapture, while the Earth’s vibra- 
tions prevent radio telescopes 
attaining the- highest resolution 
otherwise possible. 

Drawbacks include foe cost of 
sending bulky and heavy items to 
the m oon, th e difficulty of design- 
ing scientific instruments to with- 
stand the rigours of space travel 
and the difficulty of assembling 
and operating them with only f 
few workers. 3 
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Andrew Dice Clay, 
Bo Derek win 
Razzie awards 

LOS ANGELES <AP) — Come- 
dian Andrew Dice Clay and his 
movie The Adventures Of Ford 
Fairlane collected top Golden 
Raspberry Awards in pre-Oscar 
ceremonies recognising the worst 
in 1990 cinema. Bo Derek earned 
a Golden Raspberry for worst 
actress in Ghosts Can’t Do It, a 
film that managed to win four of 
the 10 awards announced in a 
ceremony at the Hollywood 
Roosevelt Hotel. The 11th 
Annual Razzies, as foe Golden 
Raspberries are known, also rec- 
ognised Sofia Coppola, who 
made her screen debut in The 
Godfather Part m. Miss Coppola 
collected Razzies for Worst Sup- 
porting Actress and Worst New 
Star. Clay drew the honour for 
Worst Actor. The Adventures Of 
Ford Farilane, a rock ‘n’ roll 
detective story, tied for Worst 
Picture with Ghosts Can’t Do It 
The latter film, not to be con- 
fused with foe Oscar-nominated 
Ghost, is described by Razzie 
voters as a soft-pom movie “so 
wretched it seems only Golden 
Raspberry Award Foundation 
members bothered to see it." 
Real-estate mogul Donald Trump 
was named Worst Supporting 
Actor for a cameo appearance in 
Ghosts Can’t Do It John Derek 
was named worst director for the - 
same movie. Hie Worst Screen- 1 
play Prize went to The Adven- 
tures Of Ford Fairlane. Worst 
Original Song was He’s Cornin’ 
Back (Hie Devil) from Reposses- 
sed. The Razzies are chosen by 
350 filmmakers, critics and 
moviegoers in 25 states with addi- 
tional voters in Canada, England, 
Switzerland and Japan. The Raz- 
zie toiphy is a gold-spray painted 
Raspberry atop a super 8 film 
reel. 

U.S. crime rate 
fell last year 

WASHINGTON (R) — Crimes 
in foe United States decreased by 
nearly three per cent last year, 
with a four per cent drop in tbe 
number of rapes, robberies and 
assaults, foe Justice Department 
said. But crimes involving vio- 
lence rose by 0.5 per cent in 1990, 
foe department's Bureau of Jus- 
tice Statistics said in its latest 
national crime survey. There 
were 34.8 million personal 
crimes, including rape, robbery 
and assault last year, compared 
with 35.8 million the year before, 
the Justice Department survey 
found. Nearly 93 out of every 
1,000 Americans were the victims 
of these crimes in 1990, compared 
with nearly 98 out of every 1,000 
foe year before, it found. Tbe 
department said the number of 
household crimes, including 
burglarly, car theft and stolen 
items, rose by 1.4 per cent last 
year. There were 16.1 million 
such crimes compared with 15.9 
the previous year, the agency 
said. 

You can cross that 
bridge if you buy it 

SEATTLE (Rl — For sale: One 
bridge. Bit soggy. Srill suitable 
for crossing. Maybe. Washington 
state officials are auctioning next 
month sections of a mile-long (1.6 
km) once-floating bridge that 
sank in a storm last November. 
“We're not guaranteeing their 
condition," a spokesman said. 
Some of them have obvious 
damage ... (but) there is only one 
of them that is taking on water 
right now.” 

Teachers, pupils 
punch time clocks 
for class 

LONDON (R) — Computerised 
identity cards will clock in staff 
and students ai a school in south- 
ern England automatically as 
they show up for classes next 
month in a scheme to save 
catting the roll. The 
£10,000 ($18,1)00) system, the 
first to be used in Britain, requires 
students and staff at St George’s 
secondary School in Bassett, 
near Southampton, to wear the 
cards around their necks. Sensors 
at school and classroom doors 

IS} p j up individualised sig- 
nals and register them. 

World War II 
Spitfire to be 
auctioned 

LONDON (R) _ A spitfire 

by Canadian and 
enush airmen during World War ^ 
;iiV Xpected IO bring £850,QGC£ 
million) at’ auction* next 
month in southern England. The 
Spitfire IXE, built in Britain in 
'''as bought in 1978 and 
restored for a private collector. 
Auctioneers Christie's will sell 
«ie Lighter in Wiltshire, in soutb- 
ern England, on April 29. 





